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43 tha poriod bopan tho Hnth mintey was irivins mﬂ.l'fh in bholre aixth

day of eonbimous fighting dn 8 eampadpgn shideh hed be;un on 26 Ju'y L:k) in the
viclnity of 5t. Usmmidn d'Slle some 15 K''s due north ef thelr present rosition
astride che lorlpni-et. aunay hdghueay. Lhe degivent had lost 30 offlcears and 732
anlistod men but hoad captured 117 prisoners of war from the Sth, Yth and 15tn
Faratroop fapirent - an imdicution that the resistonee of the 3rd Farutrovp Jivision
had basn brokon, in wiou of tho presence of tha latter Roglrent = not & part of the
ird Farstroop Division,

in our left .uas the 23rd Infantry ilepirent -nd on btlo right, slomonts of
tha 35th Jdivision. Durding the might 31 July - 1st qapaot the lat Batraldon was
ddspatehed sonthoast dowmn the railroad lina to Lmana and thence was directed south
to it. funoy. By the tire the batialion hud resehoed the Hegiermtal boundwry just
west of laune, the forvaml elements of the 23rd Infantiry hod como up abroast of
tho ilinth. Tn conscqu oo, thr lot Batbalion was atbached to thom amd contimed
ureler thoedr eontrol dordng tho doy. The 2nd anl 3rd Batlalions had selzed thelr
objectivis -m tho Tordgmd-fte sunoy highvay by mddnipght of the 31t = cbhjectivas
given to then only & few hvurs beforo.

un 1 aymst 15hh, the 3ri Dattali n attocked and sedszed Urossrozds Ho. 143,
1:00 yurds to the sonthiwst; the 2md Satbolion advonced to 1a Ribiudrie; and as
lay elosady tho st bubbalicn novel into an assewbly srea in the vieindty of .
unzys the only eritical pericd oceurrod early in tho aftornoon whon the 3Imd
Hattalion wa: eount -rutincked by Infantry and solf-propsallod mina. Tha en=my effort
mas eotkodned snd repollisd,

“asualbley incurred for the day - 1 officors an! 173 enlictod men.
trisonors talen O

The CF rowed to o position OO0 yords south of la lenerie.
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2 Aupust 191,
At 0030 the Myision Comander ordared the Regivent to resume tho attaci,

The 1st Battalicom was to renadn statlionary unbil the 23rd drew abresst and than
would revert bask to Heplrent-l corbrol and follow the route of the 2nd ilabt.ul:lt-n; $

By 1100 all routes aprarently converged in the vleindty of 1a mhut.iurm r; /
Elemonts of tha 35th Mvislen intercingled with our units because overlays mrlm:-pad
By norm, against little opposition, the Vire River waa roached by the #nd Battalien,

Colonal fH.rﬂE!lfﬂlﬁﬂr went forvard under artillery and mortar fire to
direct the ecrossing of the river. By 1315 the 2nd Battalium, under cover of mmokas
had muicces fully negotizted the passage. By 1500, they had taken tha steep slopas,
with the support of tanks against determined enemy resistones and active self-
propelled guns. By 1615 all three Battalions had crossed to the southern bank,
Compony A of the 2nd Englneors had constracted two vahdcle eroasings of Swmerfisld
Tracky a tank crossing and a foot bridgs,

As of 2040 the 1lst Battaliom was northoast of Horbelisre, the 2nd Battalion
hﬂﬂﬁbhf'mmmnﬂﬁmjxﬂﬂlttnlimatlam, an avorage atvance for the day
of abcut 8 m'ts for a cost of 3 of Meers and 68 enlisted mn.i_primru of
war wers taken.

S0 speedy was the advanca of the flagimont that once apmin the lHnth Infantry
was without protoction on either flank., Une battalirn of the 35th Wvidon had
sucesaded in crossing the Vire to ocur west but had been driven back by the enery.

In consequence the Minth Iniantry CF sstablished north of St. Maxrtin Uon was in a
precaricus positlon. lesports wore reeedved of anemy infiltration toward the CF from
the wost. Flring could be heard &t ever closer range. All available Hosdquarters
Compamy parsonnel and tha Antitank Company established a perimetor defense and a
twenty man patrol pushed scme 500 yards to the southwost to clear the area of

anipers and to provent the enory from mounting a ecuntoratitack Crom that direction.
st Lt. Ueorge ltirsehfelder and 5/8zt Roose Olase of the Iraffic and “sourity Flatoon,

raaponaihla Par s needbarkdam sl Ebe A0 e o = e s
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3 Auguat L3LL
At 0100 orders ere rocelvnd to emtinue the abtask almg the desigatod route
in the moming. At 0715 all three Battalions jumped off on time, Haslstance was
deterainod and enesy artillory snd mortar firs mare wmusnally heavy and accurate,

Iy 0300 the 2nd Battallon had advmneed to 1a ‘enotiers 3000 yards to the south,
Ihe 3rd battalion was unable ta push farther than les Vaux snd the 1lst Fattalion was
at la Mouches At these two Torward polnts the 2nd lattalion and tie rd Hattalion
wera compalled to deploy. The 2nd Hattalion was able to comuit anly ene platom
of 1ts reserve company because of a draw almg thelr loft bumddary, The 1st Uattallion
was called on to seize lioad Junotdon 161 betwemn tha Znd and 3rd latialions, but &t
1530 the attack was cuncelled an. the liegiment was relieved,

This w.s the most eostly day of combat &q:-nrimuni by the legiment in the campalm-
18 officors and 219 enlisted men wore killed, wounded or missing, ‘ny of the cas-
wilties may be wtbributed to shear fatigue. Yen's re ctioa wor notleeably slow and
Aany neglect d to tute cover whem shalls aiploded nearby, [he strangth of the reglaent
dropied to 2378 men ond some 601 of the:e wora replacenents. % pow, during & period
of fifty minutes, i.jor John ian. ~¥s Tegloental =3, was keillesty Major fdloyd Ftak,
Pattalien Commander of the drd iattalion, end ‘ajor Frank E, Pall, 2nd futbalions
sxecutive Ufficsr, wre wanded by artillery fire, It was the ninth day of econtinunus
cxitact with the eneny. 5 prismners of mur nere taoken.

Fearheadlng tha w inent on this diy was " Company, The cxmpany lost 130 men
and L officers during the nina day campaign, It had made an adnivable nusa for itself
nd had boon Lheo autstanding it of tha Pattaliwm. Tho morale witiin the conpany
romained remaricably hlgh dospite the shoecing lossos of offigera, nmn-eemlis Lyned
officers ond men,.

n the 3rd of .omust, G ¢ Ty Wi Lhe moost advmesd infantr, =it in tha
entire ¥ ‘orps sector. ALl through the day when it movsdy 1t did ao without security

on elther flane, There follows a brief report of this eompany's operatime for the
eriods
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pany G crosssd tha line of departure at 0715, 3 st 194k, as the Loading
company of Lhe battulim, liaving moved approximately 2100 yards, wa e mtarod
meny long-rings flro. Catlnued to nove forward dom into a draw with tws platoms
al::ra_x.-at. 8 ma cburtodup towurd the high cround, we roce!ved erpss {ire from our
flanks and frontal fire Crom the high gromd, i Il,r I

hen the assanlt platoms failed to dvanes, the sup, ort plutoon ﬂm comaitted
o the right where thay run intn m re meny eross fire. Five tanks wero comafitted in
Liralr area und the plitom advanesd thrap helge roms, The t.nks mavad Corward to
the next hedje row unid thras of the mare hit by "bazmooks' and B8's. The fourth
tank w.s cut of netimm on hedge rw Lo the roar, The fifth tank withdres,

+ shiort time a terwurds o tattalion from ansther combat te= relleved us,

tuoerpts from oral statenmts of the ilaotoon Leadorss

15t ilatomi~ e moved into the attack hehdnd the tanks, . fter moving
thres hedzerows under heuvy machine gn fire, we held, ©hile moving, four tanks
Tera put out of action and the ylatoon suffered soventesn casualties, Thile in
position I dirscted artlllery fire on the meny positlone, Total damige [or the
day = 3 Jermena ity vwo michine gnsdy a tank, and 12 morturas, s
ad ;latomi- "e noved out ints the at.ack with tho seemd platoon
™ Lhe right., ‘e moved about 200 yoards, then hit the enom,. ‘i Eot up to the
hedge vhore the memy wa3 Locatedy hed an exchanye of hand prenades and man wa tried
b9 go over the hedgn were nit by eneny machine gnmn fromm the front, losing mne of
the squad leadars, furdng this nmewver seym Jomans ware hit, alug a machine pn
and mae'ine pistol. ‘turing this time wo wore subjectod to hieavy muchine gun fire,
mortar md artillery fire., .otinated Moy casuaitiog - 19,9
drd |latooni- "I mas the left flonk platoon and Wien we gained econtuct

with the aeny wo ware Storting toward high ground, Thilm they esught us with crosa
fire and frontal fire, ihe sectln af he ¥ machine gns opened Up  the Gormans

dodng emnniderable dimage., Tien the dermans sturted usity: Freneh elvilinng tn Anwes

el s —F ke w
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maching mn Cive md Uhen 19dd up Yor our 188t Clonk wan em09ad and wan mmondving

maghine mn fime froo thom, Thortly aftsrord 1 ware mldavad Ty nothar Tattalion

fin mufforsd cdght enmuinltios, “stinated Morman e~munltdon - 10,"
donons Platoont= "I f4rod over a mndmd romds of mort-r smmmid tion
on tho hdgh ground to our front in mmrort of the Pront 14na Mntoona, ™r rositien
regadvod 88%s ond mortars all Aurdng the day,"

The mliaf of the 1ot and Pnd Battaliens wna necemlishad by midnic-ht of 3

fugaet ond of the 3rd P'stteddem the next doy by the 304h Infantry,
5 1 u * # e #

o the Raghment went into the Tivision resorve for the Firnt tims 4n o8 days after
a tan=d-y drive agninst first-class Geman troops, eertain st tistics nay provoe of
interaat. Tha drive, boplwing along the Cormorlain - Dardpny Highw=y on 26 July 19
progresoed 26 KH'a doe south over a routo tristing back and forth throush narrow
smimn farm tracks mnd dmorovised suprly rountes for over L0 TM'a, Tho epinmmtnl
soctor avoragoed 2500 metres in width = cuttdng o math trouph Homandy nlmast
imvardably the spesricad of the Division 47 not the Corpn,

"rom D # 1 to the bogimming of tids attack the fepimont had suffered tokal
eamuallies of 91 onlisted mon and IS officors, For the poried 26 July to L Mugust
inclusive, 59 officors md 115h emlinted man vore Id1led, wornkdnd, missine ondfor
evasuatad,

177 ! risonsrs of Viar were evnouated through tho Megimentad IFT Team without
counting thoms who wore procossed throwsh the Tattaldon Add St~tdena,

(522 Intorrogation avorts lo, 1 and 2)
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Aftor 2 threo doy rost = the first relief frem sontact with the enemy in ol
50 days - the fogiment moved south to Vire behind the 29th Division who had .
peasad through the towm to the sowth and east, =loments of the 2nd Pritish
Army were northenst of Vire and tha boundary batreen them and the 1ot Aymy ron
olong MHplrmy 2 out of Vire, The Rogimental CF mwed to Martilly on 7 fugust
nd prevarations wore dnitiated for the mldief of the 29th Mvision who were
tﬂtaknuppnsiﬂnnummrﬂghtl

On 8 August, whils not in contact with tha onemryy, i (fficers and L8 enlistad
mon vare evacuated becouse of enemy artdllery firo,

On 9 fugust 19hly, the relief of the 116th Tnfmtry, scutheast of Vire,
wan eorplatod without untownrd incident by 1600, Artdllery and mortsr fipe ine
flisted 37 eamaltins, Three prisonors of mr wore tnlan, The 2nd Matt~14on
was dug in on IH11 4250 by dark,

A large s-lient existed betmen the Regiment and the 9th Pritish Frigade
mthaluft,malmtuafnmnhhnﬂamﬂdmmuflﬂmﬂnn:ﬂngdnu
east from Vire, Despdts tids unfavorshle position, orders were recaived to con-
Hme the atbock to the southeast,

At 1400 on 10 August 194) the 2nd Pattalion began thelr move Tollovedd by the 3rd a
and lat Fattalions in thet ordor, Dy 1640 the advance was stopped by DMvision
order with the 2nd Maticlion .t la Fetitiore amd the 3rd Pabtalion Just north of
la Boivindere, The 1st Pattalion and the Fogimemtal CP closed 4n at 1'Aucsdire
with the lst Fattalion ocoupying the reverss slora of 1411 25D,

During the morning an enemy pocknt of resistance was ronorted in the 175¢h
Infantry sector on our right, Demaging artillory firing into the Bemimental rear
fnd machine muns covering the srea northeast of 630200 comelled the dMaateh
of Comiany A into the adjofnine sector,

-



" fortly thereafter, as T.e Srd Battalion crossed HiLL #:50 following the
.2nd Battelion, & group of enemy tunks and Infintry sttucked from the south-
west but were gquickly driven off.

At about 2000 hours, = heuvy enemy tunks, one 1light t:nk :nd a ocolumn
of some seventy Infantrymen were ambushed by Compeny @ as they murched
south along Highway 73 esst of La Petitlere. Buzookas fired at pdint blank
range from hedgerows bordering the roud, bounced hormlessly from the tenks
which made good their escspe. With the help of u section of Company H heavy
mochine guns the German colum Wwes gompletely wnnihiluted. Over forty bodlies
were styewn nlong the roud for over .00 yards, Later thit evening the enemy,
“wpparently reinforced, eountersttecked aseross an open field from the south
in a line of skirmishers. The commsnds of Germin officers or Non-commiss-—
joned officers could be hesrd driviug the Oerm:ns fomsrd. Our mechine gun-
- pers and riflemen held thelir fire until the enemy was within fifty yards.,
The gounter:ttack was repelled wikth over thirty Gersuns ecut down in the
open field just south of the animproved ro.d ru:ning eust from Lu Petitivre
to highwa:f-*-‘h. -

Casuulties: Four officers -nd 157 enlistcd men. Four prisioners of
War were taken.

On the following day, 11 sugust 1udd, the §nd :nd ¥rd Bottalions re-
meined in defensive poaitions nhile the 1st Butt.lion took up positions on
the reverse slope of Hill 474 :nd the Regimental CP closed in ut la Kel-
iere. Fnemy nrtillery severly shelled the CP urea und mortars and artillery

_nflicted 112 casualties on the Regiment. FYorty-nine prisoners of war wcre
taken by petrols. Preparctloms were mede for = renewal of the attuck to the
goutheast on the l2th. The 18t Battulion relieved the ind Buttaulion during
the night. Batween 1A00=2000hours, &ll fiva com;any somranders in the Ond
Rattalion hod been wounded, During the past A0 hours th t Bott.lion hod
.1ost one company comt-nder killed, the Battalion 5-3 killed .nd six comp-

amy commanders wounded. .



12 Auspust 1944

The liinth Infintry's last engagement in Normandy occurred on
12 August 1944 and apyropriately was a complately succepsoful operation,
Ey Divieion Order the attuck began at 1000 hours and was halted by
the same cuthority at 1870 some %000 yards to the south of the line
of departure,

The lst Battalion, having relieved the 2nd Dattalion during the
night, Jjumped off from positions south of la Petitiere and advanced
alowly but steadily ta reach la Konerie by 1800. lMoving in the fuce
of heavy artillery and mortar fire, tue Battalion captured 115 pris-
oners of war and counted over 50 Germen dead in their immediate gone
of advunoe.

The ird Dattalion, whose line of depanrture ran through la Boivon-
iere, meeting the same type of heavry fire pushed slowly but steadily
forward until halted along the unimproved romd south of les lirieres
at 1870,

The operation wus noteworthy in two reapeets - 1) 204 walking
prisoners were taken by the Regiment = ot lamat 20 riore being evace
uated through medical channelsy 2) The superior job performed by
all it eomrmanders in leading end eontrolling thelr troops, now
largely composed of reploccments with only a feow months bosie train-
ing. In this latter connection, it should be remarked that without
experlenced officers or non-commissioned officers to push the men
formard, enemy shell bursts within o hundred yard radius normally
caveeds a recrult to bury himself in the nearest hole, to emerge only
when prodded. The steady progress of the Regiment on this day test-
ifies to the indefatigable and sgpressive leadership displayed by the

troops lenders in all echelons of gommand,

L -
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Our ernsunlties were £ officers and 177 enlisted men, ] ]

At about 1100 hours the Regimental AdJutant, the Huu.dql;:;tnrn
Commandnant and the Commmications Officer went forward from the CP
a8t la Morliere to reconnoitre an area in the vieinity of la Doiven-
iere to eatablich & new CP, At la Petitiere just south of the 2nd
Battalion positions the party were suddenly caught in a crossfire of
eliemy mochine gune = a pocket of resistanese remaining vehind the
advencing front lines., For several hours the AdJutant and Heade
quarters Comrandant were pin ed down behind a hﬁuna, both asides of
witich were swept by eneyy machine gune. The rest of tiie party pre-
vented enemy infiltration by esteblishing a base of fire sore yards
behind the house, ¥inally reinforcements arrived to diive the en emy
buek, 1In the meantime the Adjutant had fired hie laot round of
amrinition with govd effeet into one Germen who had succeeded in
reaching the house and was prepuring to toss a grenade, One man in
the group was killed na ite fired o bazooka towsrd one of tie eneny

machine gun positiona,

fhat afternoon the CP moved forward into the area smo recently
clearad,

On 1% August 44 the Hegiment was once again placed in Division
reserve, the "8th Infantry passing through our positione, but for at
least 36 hours no appreciasble benefit accrued because of the constant
artillery and mortar fire which fell over the entire sector, Casual-

ties evacuated during this period amounted to 4 officers and 163
enlisted men,
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18 = 19 Mugust 15kl

After four da:ru dﬂ'm*i:a:l to run'h, cleaning up and re—organization, The
Fegiment received orders assigning them to the VIIT Corps whose mission was te
selze the fortifisd port of Brest some 230 miles from la Fouissardiare, the
Regirental CP. On the 17th, the advance party, commosed of 10 officers and 52
enlisted men, left in two § ten trucks and two 23 ton trucks, spending the night
in Dol, 70 miles away, and arriving at their destination at lesneven, Brittany
. the ruﬂ:t- aftarnoon.

'Ihe Regiment, leading the Mwision, loaded on trucks and crossed the TP
east of"iSt Pois at 181800, An advance march unit under Captain Vernon T, Adler
left z:mnﬂ boiirs previcusly, posting 200 guides along the 210 mile route, The
remainder of the Eagma-nt moved in three serials - each composed of four march
units - a total of 109 - 2% ton trucks, 142 1 ton trucks, 31 1% ton trucks,

12 3/l ton trucks and 3 ambulances.

The CP moved with the first mareh serisl and the new CP opened in the vic-
inity of Floudaniel at 190915 after an uneventful trip. Seven vehicles were
delayed - five mokter fallures and two accidents, both of a minor nature,

., The following day the Ninth Infantry r;.liaﬂd the 28th Infantry in posit-
ion arcund the Brest airfield and the CP moved to the village of Karaziou.
No enemy action was reported for -tha day. On 21 August, intermittent small
ams, mortar and artillery fire fell thremghout the Regimental area, 20 B
were evacuated. The companies organized their positions maintaining contact
with the 26th Infantry on the right and the 23rd Infantry on the left. The

CF moved to 1'0Ormeau,

*
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A conoddernlile aount af valusble military Infomantdan wns obtainod fron
olvilion mmeussa “vem Mwast and 440 ervironn, almast totsd avnenation of +ha
“rong’t roadation horing bean ordered by the Oormans thyee drys melor to our
arrival in the nraa, For tha Mirat tiea 1oree mmbars of TIT pereemsl ware
oboarod tut did not opornts nt "Bedmental leyols,

Fetrmen 2° = 2l fuguet, roa'fustments wore @yl in the Tront limme to
eonform o Myision boundnrien, ! atroln conttmtly probed south to dotordns
tho onery dimoatitiong »nd strongth, 3 offiears and i emldatnd ron wars
avnointed,

At 130 on 5 Aupaat 190, “erdment nttaclnd vithin thodr somo of notlen
with tho 1at Mattalion on e lott amd the ?nd on the ripht, Aftar n 20 mimito
“rtdllary proparn‘den, roodd Indtial rropross was halte nlong & line roughly
rariiloling the black-top rend munrdng from Madrdves to flovermon, P00 yamia
from the 1dng of dmarturo, "hat was prommed to be the enomyis 11phily held
L1 phewrod ascocta of a 'I7 in the mrber of dug In erplocemonts, stnbbom
monistance eneountare’; md the bold and orfective use of molfwirorollnd Bovey
Yertar “ire destrgyed threo s orting tanke 4in the 1st Dattslion seator, ,
One 4k tumed over south of the black=top attemting to mamewor, ITta urilmrt
occuprnts, ymadned uttonsd up insdde for bo diye, wtil the proumd wee
takan by © Coynngs A% night Gorman patrolls on seversl cecnstons knooked
on the mll but mre ararntly wmrare th -t there was a orew rlive inaids,

"% 1010, the OT mowvnd into enery evnonatod comereta v411 howen on the
aouthanst af the “Artinld, 1 ssaly W0 ¥yarda bahind the “ront 1inon, Tronsport-
ation vro conallod to rmein nama 00 yar'a further north at the 'ima becmza
of enory dimvet nrédllary and small



e

amrs fire. Once established, hovever, the site wss exceptlonclly
helpful in mainteining control, and, because of the aveilibility of

many bombproof dugouts, exceptionally safe. 1st Lt Raymond E Mattesom,

I & E Platoon Leader, was killed on this afternoon while observing

the front from a control tower. Colonel Hirschfelder, Reglmental
Cormander, hed spent considerable time there and only clirbed dowm 30
minutes previously, when enemy machine gun began te fire directly at

him. At thet time, he advised Lt Matteson to chose some less consple-
ious &and vuIPrable spot. Lt Katteson remained at the OP, disregarding
consideration for his own safety because of the ldeal cbservation obtain-

shle there. A direct hit from & 105 gun demolished the tover and kil-

led Lt Yatteson.
Cesualties for the dey: Officers - 1 killed in ectlon. wounded
in action. Enlicsted Men = 4 killed in actlon; 3 missing in zetion,

7 weounded in setion. Prisoners tzken - 7.

a4 L

26 August 44

During the night 25-26 August freguent exchanges of hend grenzdes
took place all slong the front lines indicating the closeness of
contect meinteined with the enemy throughout the night.

At 0845, Corpeny C withdrew to the Regimental CP erea to permit
firing of 8 inch guns and 155 M hovitzers on pill boxes located to
their immedizte front. At 0715x the plan was discarded because of poor
visibility, but 40 minutes of 105 ¥ and 1565 1M artillery wes fired
to cover the re-gpecupation of the positions.,

At 0800, both the 1lst &nd Znd Battalions ettacked. Very heavy
enemy machine gun, mortar and artillery fire was encountered through-
out the day, over 100 rounds of 88 MM direect fire blasting the lst
Battelion CP area between 1545 and 1615,

-2 .
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™y 1000 hours, . .nd € Corjwnles h.d not beew &ble te udvince.

B Company hed crossed the black-tep but was recelving fire from the
southwest, south and southeast, 400 yerds to the east, C Company hed
been uneble to ecross the road and were also receiving fire from both
flanks., particularly from a group of recognizable pill boxes to the
southesst in the 2%rd Infentry wrea. A Company was committed between

B and C +ith the mission of clearinz the villeze of Kermso. By nightfzll,
4 and B were on line just one field south of B Conpany's line of depart-
ure. Meanwhile, the 2nd Battallon, unable to advance at first and
unsuccessful in local outflsnking attempts, shortened thelr line by
pulling G Compeny from thelr right flank southeast of Gouesnou, to

the rear of E Company northeast of Keralleunoc.

2 Platoons of E Company took up the positions thus vacated. E
Comaany after very heavy fighting, was able to push south 500 yerds to
the_aast of Bourg-Heuf, followed by one platoon of G Compemy. F Conpany
north of the village, got one nlatoon south 200 yercds from 1ts line
of departure, but pulied it buck at dark.

The nsture of the terrain - hedgerows, aﬁd the neture of the-
enemy defenséses - pill boxes, berbedwire, mines, deeply dug in, clev-
erly cemouflacged emplacements, dugouts, trenches, reguired £ high degree
of teamvork emong the smallest units. It wes Just this teamrork that was
leckinz because of the fact th-t the Regiment wes no longer the same
highly tralned outfit that ha& lended in France om 7 June £4, Over
5000 officers and enlisted men had been evacuzted, and, unfortunately
if inevitsbly, almost the comrlete fighting roster of officers and
non-comnizzsioned officers was gone., 411 the invalusble training in
the attack of & fortified position - the use of flame throwvers,
bengalore torpedoes, pole and sztchel charges, ete, had been had in
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valn. Mn 24-2%5 ‘poust, alx nen jper gomi'Fny were'eent to the resr for
instructiona in the vas of the (lrme thrower. The responaibility of
lerdership hed never “een more onerous, To lead cnd gontrol recrults
vnder [ire required constant exposure to fire, indefegiisble super-
vislon of esvery scldlier's roticns.

Ceaueltlen for £6 Aupust A4y Offlgers - 8 wounded.
Inlistod “Yen = 25 killed in setion, 165 wounded in sction.
A7 offiners end 258 enlisted replecenants were recelved 2326 Auguat.
5 orlsonare cof war were takon.

27 hupuat 1044

Cmly € Compeny wes involved in eotive operetlons this dey, mhging
8 limited objective attank. o Company reduged s stron ly held fortified
position purrdins the arossrosds northeset of Termso and Joined the
other front line compenies south of the blegk-top rosd running from
Tuipives to Toueeenou.

3oth flanks of the ‘egiment were still exposed edn the enomy
gontlmued to hold asmendine pround to the front. Their fire wae
inccasent= over 250 rounds of Alreset firs ertillery falling in the
let Pattslicn eres Auring the perlod. Cup Ar Gorpe wes eotive borbing
®nd etrrling the enemy lines in resr erees. Firea in the ocutskirte
of Hrzet burned ell dsy. #11 of the romds scuth of the bleok-top
were mined. 3 of our tenks in the © Comprny mree were lost in sttempte
ing to reegh the Pmd "“sttalion. Coming to an ocbatercle 1n tho roed
scwme 200 y-rds scuth of the bleok-top, they turned into & field to
by-pesa ths roed blook. The flelds were mined with 5 rews of oerefully
camoullrmed Fronah or “elgien mines buried 3 to 6 inaohen below the
eods Cne tenk got through, epparently without demege but wes lhlnﬂﬂnld[

Cne hit the laet mina in ome row end loet ite trecks The third spperently
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mede awere of the o+ sence of denger while in t.. middle of the t =¥ {

rfield, turned direetly bre't towsrd the rord, detoneted two mines On J
the edge of the fleld withcut belng stopped but wes deatroyed by an
enemy brzooka. Mo tank corps crsumlties were reported.

Twe hot merls of ten<in-one or C ertions were belin= [ed to mll
troope, each dey nfter Arrk. The men rnd offlcers cerried with them
to the front one blenket pnd one shelter helf but desplte inclement
wvesther, few anses of resplretory disesses epperred. (%ee monthly
“ediesal eport, 24 Infentry "lvieicn). Cereusliies: {rficnrn - 5
wounded in motlon} Fnlisted “en = 1l killed in eoticn, 48 woundnd in
actlon. &4 prisconere of wer teien.

28 Puguet 1944

Clece gontegt wee =eintelned throuchout the nirht - one hedge-
row between the oppoein~ forcee. T Comgany ensered in frequent
exirmishea Adurine the nisht, © Company eonsolideted thelr newly won
pesitiorne found to consist of conorete emplsaemente eurrounded by
¥ire entrnglemente, clerred fielde of Tire pnd gconnunlonrtlon trenches.

At 1000 hcurs, the eplment renewed the stteck with 3 ‘ettelions s-
bresst. "y 1050, eonly 7 Comueny hed been mble to resch the unimproved
rord 400 yards south of the the blemoktop but by the esnd of & hera drys
fichting A,0,3,7, and 1. Companies were on line-an everace poin of 500
yerda. K Oompeny remeined %o the rirht reer of the ‘gglment uneble to
move beapuae of the 20th Infentry's inability to edvence. A Company led
by Capt. Cameron Clourh, mttrcked between Company And C Company and
Sugeceeded in seizine the villnge of Kermeo. Cept. 7loush hed perscnelly
carried the fleme thrower that destroyod the first enamny emplacement
helding up the pdvence of the Compeny. He cromeed en open fleld slone, .

govered by the [ire of his men. fiy sugch leedership, evidences of which



were disployed throughout the Heglrent, raw troops drove back Uarnun
Fara~troo;s sworn to defend their positicns to the last mun, (But soe
IPW Roports for 30-31 August and Interrogation Heport #2)s After
roaching Eermao, a esptured imerican light tank esblagoned with a
sunstiks attacked up the read running mt-hmat. from the villagm,
Cajte, Clough, having no basooka mrundtion at hand, directed the fir-
ing of a captured 37 1! gun on the tank. The gun carried no sights
but 3 rounds fired in ropld succossicn cansed the tonk to retreat,
‘o [ighting strength of tids company was now only 96 men,

ihe 2nd Batiaiion reported that the area to the front and right
of their sone of action, vid nity of Bourg=Heuf, was honoy-coombed
with dug-in eeplecements, with deep comunicsti n trenches eonnoctd ng
@3 many us two and three fields. From thesa trenches, the ancey fired
without being cbsorved., It was necessary to burn and smobe all the
houses in and around Bourg='leuf bafors we sould advance in th.t sactor.

The 3rd Battelion received dipeel artillery fire from the high
ground weut of Bourp=tleuf and wore harassed all doy with devastating fire
from 5F gns rundng up and down the treil north and southwest of that
villaga. ;

Artiller fire from this & me generil ares blanketed tha lagirental
CF. lio damage wos donae AL 200 hours, howewver, a singls stray mortar
shell hit a tuilding housing two lissen officars's vehiclos and
wourded 5 mon. All through these days, at frequent intervals, small arms
bullets chd pel the concrote rumsays, tinkl.g threugh windows and whistled
ovar head.

Cannon Company maintalned an 0i wder the eaves of one of the
adrimistrative bulldings on the airfield From widch observaticn of the
entire front could be obtained, I'wo enemy irtillery ;deces were dastroyed
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end thy destructicn cbsorved. (m the 29th, the OF was changed just
before flying debris crashed through the building, tearing off the roof.

Emalthsfnrthnduar:ﬂfﬂhn-luuﬁinﬂumiimﬂﬂln
actioms Elﬂhhdﬂnn-lhﬂllﬂinm,hﬂnin;inwum. 153
wounded in agtions 1] replacements were mim.uhpﬂnmﬂm
mare procas:zed through the J:mnlun

A Oerman major, an HEnglish mmm:uﬂufnﬂmnttr
officer came through our cutpests under & fleg of truce with thres Us
HAQ officers and B 115 Vedical Corpsman with a letter addressed to Genersl
iddlleton,; the VIII Corps camander. After eoncluding some agreement in
commection with location of hospital areas in Brest, the Uermans were
blindfolded and returned tirough our linss without insident. fhils hald
in our IPW dugout, casual questioming elicited a few inter:sting
sldelightss The major refused to have iis pieture taken, The Inglish
speakdng HCo remarked at ome roint that it was 5100 Py "Doubls British
Surmer Time", and later made the remark in passing, * Whem you get to
Brest, - —." “ba major requosted and was given perrission to take baclk
with him a half eaten K ration,

27 ampuat. 150

At 250000 agust 190, aiter wery light preparation fires, the

Regiment resumed the attack south, making the main effort of the Mvision,

-

mmmtmummubammmmm.mwum
mﬂ.nﬂmpwmumwmmmﬂm:rd:hmthirmamuu
on 1l 50. They w re ordered to consolldate and ma;port the attack of
thzrﬂﬂatulimmthairr;m.ﬂyﬂmm F and (¢ Companies were abreast
of the lat Battalion.
1 Company lought ta way into the outsidrts of Bourg-fieuf, but could
mtmmmpmmmmﬂhhuﬂnhmaurhhamﬂm.B:t.hn
end of the day the Jrd Battalion were re-grouped around Bourg-Heuaf,



Compony U of the Sth Ranger Battalion, was attached to protect
the Regimental right flank,

Prisoners of war had reported impending counter-attacks frem
time to time in the last few duys. EScmme confirmation appsured
when reports were received of the loss of some 2 companies of the
28th Infantiry on our right. At 1900 hours an enmemy patrol of ©
to 15 men penetrated to tﬁi rear of the lst Battalion CP, but warse
driven off., One prisoner was taken and B of tha aneny killed,

AMmost immediately a counter-attack was launched in com any strength
directed at the gap between A Company and the 23rd Infun try and an-
other strong patrol attempted to penetrate between B Company and 4
Company. By 2100 the attack was repelled, A Company killed about
15 Germans and eaptured 10, Our artillery destroyed about 60 more
as they retreated to thelr lines. Capt Cameronm Clough, ugein
distinguished himself by remaining in command of his company from
1600 when he was temporarily blinded by frugments from a gErenade
until 2200 when the area was gquiet and secure, Capt Clough has
permanently lost the sight of one eye.

The outstanding incident of the doy ocourred same 300 yards due
south of the Regimentul CP in the 2°rd Infuntry sector. There in the
face of an attack by I Company of the 2%rd Infantry, the enemy detone
ated hundreds of pounds of THT and ammunition stored in six pill boxes
Those who set off the explosions came over tos sur lines as prisoners
and e few minutes later a tremendous explosion took pluce follaowed
by several smaller explosions. Chunks of concrete twa fest square
flew T00 to 800 yards and the wholse Regimental CP area was showered

with debris. I Company suffered very large casualties and, as of
this writing, still listed 14 men as missing,

= 1A =



Casualties of the day: Officers - 10 wounded in setion.
Bnlisted Men - 109 wounded in mction, Priscners of war captursd -
186,

30 August 1944

‘nemy resletence eontinued $o exhibit a ferocity und determine
ation l-lﬂ-l'l.l:l:"ﬂl.l-llﬂ.. in this Regiment's experience in France, Lvery
road was covered with machine gun end mortar fire and enemy artillery
fell throughout the period. The enemy had to be driven from their
dug in positions with bayonet and grenada.

The 1st and 2nd Battalions resdjusted their lines, Company A
occupled two flelds further to tie east to close the gup existing
between us and the 23rd Infantry. The :-rﬁ Battalion of that Regl-
ment was atinched %o the Ninth at 1445, {}ull.pmr B oocupied two
fialdo te the right rear while Company G moved south five fi elds
to close the gap between the lst and Znd Battulions.

At 1215 hours the Zrd Battalion attameked to clean out the
pocket holding up the right flank of tiie Reglment, Very stiff
resistance wus met all along the line, At 1330 hours the en emy
cotmter-attacked between the 3rd Battalion and Company I, 5th
Ranger Dattalion, The Rangers = numbering only 69 men repelled
the attack with prompt and aggressive coumnter-uction, suflering
5 casualties., At the end of the day, Company K had bunupitd all
the houses in GourgeNeufy Companies I and L were echeloned te the

gouth fooing weat-*

Casualtiess Officers « 2 killed in action, 2 wounded in action,

Inlisted Mem = 11 killed in action, 1 missing iIn aotion, B84 n-mt.ﬂ
{including 5 non-battle cagunlties). Prisoners of war takan - 9.
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31 hupuet 1944

The day papsed wlthout eny maj)or cperation attempted. &ll _ j } i
front line compenies gontinued in close contact, exchengling rlfllhf
fire and granades with the enmemy. The 3rd Battalion 23rd Infentry, moved
south several hundred yards without resistance to come abresst of our
front linee. Fnemy artillery continued to pound our poeiticns but
the welght of the shelling diminished notigeably. Mortars snd 5P
guns were sctive 2ll dsy. At no point in the sector could our
patrols penetrate more than two fields without sttracting hesvy
mechine gun fire.

Frisoner of Yer informetion elicited by capt. Fodlesski, CC.
IFYW Team #28, indlomstes that present front lines have resched but
the first of thrtf German “LR'e. (5ee IFW 4“eport 31 Aug 1944).

cesualtles - “nlisted “an - & KIA, 23 awA, 27 WBC. feplacements
received: 4 Officers, 129 EM,

Frisoners of YWar taken = 15.

Ae the month closed the strength ®f the “eglment hed dropped
to 26683 T snd 140 Cfficera end Yarrant Cffiger. During the month
which included only 12 days of sotlve operstions end & more deys of

contect, cmsumltlies were ms follows,

t Offlogers : Enlistea ;

Killed {10 ¢ 128 :

liounded and/or Evacueted : g2 : 1837 :

viseing : 1 : 6 :
—to5— ' —mht—

TOtAL = =« = = & = = = = = = = 2104
During the seme pericd 1826 replscements were received including
some 300 former member of the Minth, returned from the hoepital. 7T
Cffleer replapements were received. The sbove casuslty figures include
evaousted cases of ell descriptions. Reference 1é meade to the Medloal

fleport, Hqe, 2nd Inf. Div., month of August for bremkdown of these

.
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31 August 1944 continued

figureas. Considereble Combat "xhaustion evacuations first ande
their appearance in this third month of combat. At the close of
the month some 50 men were in a rest cemp maintained in the
Regiazental Rear to attempt to forestall some such cases and
rehabilitate others.

Since D-Day the Ninth Infantry has suffered the following
casualties:

t Officers 1 Enlisted =

Killed : 22 : 324 :

Founded and/or Rvacuated : 144 : 3182 :
disaing

Totals : 166 3506

Grand Total 1 3672
Total Irison~ra of War processed through Regimentzl IF¥ Cage
for the month of August 1944 - 6526.
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MR SEPTEEBER 1944

REPORTS AFIZR ACTTON = AFTRR ACTION REPORTS ]
Breet Carpaign (Cont'd) ' = =
1 Soptembar 191
At&uhgﬂ:mimnrﬂumﬂﬁﬂnﬂmuhthummmnmmﬂ:

rdlulmﬂhnfﬁrwtlﬂnhﬂﬂmﬂuﬂ%%mmﬂumhrmﬂﬂuﬂm
on the laft, ﬂulﬂnﬂhﬂhtﬁﬂmhﬂhﬂﬂ‘-mm:ﬂuufm-

d.ltuminﬂnlﬂmm:mdmlnlﬂm-ﬂﬂhﬂujﬁﬂnﬂnumﬂnﬂdm
the German strongholds at Fourneuf and PourpeNeut,

Fourneuf, ulum-virump.uu.mmnttul&mmpdhun.nmu:dnnmiuiﬂzptumunm
mﬂmlmnhmiuhmﬂmﬁugﬂﬂdmnfﬂu?ﬁlnfmhrmiﬂum

Infantry townrd Prest and which included mmong its defending troops Hﬂlhﬂhfk!miun}[q
Tth Farashuts Regiment, and a platoon of tha Bth Company of the same regiment, i

ﬂuuumltmmmmhrﬂmpwlmdﬂwmhmsmta I

=

=

mﬂ:ﬂlﬂ(ﬂhﬂrﬂhﬂmﬂﬁmmﬂhmmmufmm. I Company -,
attacked the prepared dsfenses frontally, while L Company strove to smvelope the <
|

mwwmmithumn-mmefmmthHﬂthMM. >

hufightug,mhuritntuhurm,ﬂﬂumts.mnmnmﬂ

camialties on both sidas so haavy that neither company achdeved its objective

imediately. The ﬂ!msﬁpmw.mr,mluumﬂwmfﬂmihurth
n‘btmknmlh;-nhuqmtnrﬂmn-rm. mﬂthmsgﬂnrd.ghtﬂumwiﬂmn.
lt*ﬁ:mfﬂmhtﬁntmﬂlﬂwwmﬂpﬁmtﬂlmmdt.

Losars for the entire Bnthﬂmm.qﬂmm:ufﬂehthq;furﬂmrg-HmInﬂﬁmh
nouf were L5 officers and men }illed and 110 weunded,

SRS % o em
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‘. II.rJlr .E
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'ﬁmmﬂwﬂ!mmdeadmrﬂmhdlmmdﬂuFm&hm. Fifty-
m%mﬂuﬂdﬂhmtntwmmﬂw”mﬁmuﬂhm
ﬂ!mnlmmmmmufﬂu?mlnrmﬂrmﬂ-ﬂghb;mmtnﬂmh

Fwiﬂhuﬂmﬂﬂlhmﬂuﬂamunnﬂum&mm
recommendod for a Distinguished Undt Citatdon, (The attashed statement contains a com=
pl-tuuumtnrtmﬂumunr—ﬂuumdhrmmﬂm.] _

Camualtiest 1 OUfficer, 95 enlisted men, Replacemtnats 12 enlisted men and 22
officers, UYse att-ched monthly Ifw leport for PW totals,

2 September 194k

luhttﬂimmdhﬂhmmtmtﬂmmm- The 3rd Pattalion

mvudlntnmﬁwmﬂthmm Against artillery, mortes and
machine mmo ﬂm,thﬁﬂkthhnn“fnrh!@gtﬂmarlnﬂm. The lat
B:tuum,mﬂurnrumtmu:ummnmmunth:hu:hm
1500 yards south of the Fourneuf road, fn enamy smmondtion dump 2,000 yards to the
rmtnurupnrhadlﬂ.ttwuurnrﬁ.]hnr- Camualtiass 56 enlisted men and S officers,
Replacememtat 237 enlisted men and 7 officers,

3 September 15LL

miuadanuﬂ]mﬂmttguﬂmtmmﬂnlrﬂdﬁﬂn. e 1st Pattalion, al-
thuu;hm:mtar:l.nghamluﬂummﬂm. ulntpntmhmﬂin-f!inm.



Daring tho 4dzy the Ird Nattalden waa ninched out by mr ?nd Yattalion
and by the 1la* Dattalirn of the 121st Infantry, and retired to a roast area
near Ooussnou, +t Penhoat. Camialtiest BN £9, Ofrisers 30. Replacoments: EM
&, Ofricera 15.

b Sert 15hh

The advance now hal reachad a point whare rany mildings in Brast were
in plain view of enr treeps, Al 4ay the 1st Battalion was at gripe with the
anesy around Unatacdon Chan, seuth of Ferven. At 2000 hours the 7ni Battalion
mas pinchad out by the 1st battalion of the 30%th Infantry and retired to the
rest arsa. Our 1st Battalion thersupon was attashed tomporarily to the 3fth
fogirent. Co-ualties: =M L2, Of"icaras L. Raplacements: EM 33, Ufficers 1.

5 = 7 Sapt 19L)

Tron comoletien of relief of md Battalion, %th Infantry, by the 3fth
Tnfantry, at 050015 Sept lil, the 1st Pn 9th TnMntry boena at*achad to the
3th Infantry.

Battalion CF was located at co-ordinates 9935-0335 map Franes with "A"
Corpany on the left and "M" Commany on the right, "C" Compony in resarva,
Fromt 1ine mxtenied penarally along a 1ine 985029=-9M4035, The Baktalion was
in a defenaive rosition in eloss contact with the aneew and maintained contact
with units cn beth flans by patrola. These units were the 1st and “rd Uattal-
ioms of tha 3fth Inf ntry,

Frisary rissl-n of the lat “at'alion, $th Inf ntr was to kean gloss
contact with the enerv nnd support, by fire, the anticipated attask to be
made by the 38th Infantry. iuring the period of attach-ant the 3fth Infantry
affected TOT eoncantrations and had rropaganda broadeasts in shich the 1at Bn
Sth Infanbry particinated, .

Pat'alion ms ralievad by 3rd Uattalion th Infantry and reverted hack
to the 9th Infantry at 071450 Sert Iy at Fanhoat,

Camaltiest B 15, Officers 1. Merlacerantas @ 87, OPricers 5.



BY _EB[HD MARA, DATE___Z/2 /99

11 September 1944
The ilegiment set cut om the lest lep to Breot, ultimate
obJective in this cempaign. The plen was for the 9th Infentry
to relleve the Bth Infentry Divieion in s seotor north of Brest,
and leaving the rest eree at (ousencu, the Regiment moved for-
ward to en essembly eree in the suburben dlistrlets of Herleguer,
Lambezellesg nnd Mesmerian.
12 Yeptember 1944
The ilegiment completed the teak of relleving the 13th
Infantry end the 121at Infentry during the houre of derkness,
and during the reat of the day improved and gonsclidested
poslitlons. Regimental ¢. P. wes moved to Lambezelleo, where
it remained until after the fall of Bresat.
13 September 1544
Bettalion alignment wes: First on the right, Third in
the Center and Seccnd on the left. Fatrols from the lat
Battalien remghed the Fenfeld miver line in front of its sector.
A reinforoed pletoon from "I" Company ccoupied houses in Kergoamt.
14 Ceptember 1544
Cperations during this pericd centered eround agzressive
night petrols, which succeeded in reaghing the stone-and-
sarthen wall thet surrcunds Brest. This anuiint wall, dating
back to 1680, constituted together with a thirty-rfoot ditoh in

front of it, & diffioult obstagle for our troopa.
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15 Sapt 1944

A 3rd Battalion patrel pot within 79 yarda of tha wall befors
bring stopped by artillery fire, while a ?nd Battalion patrol
reconneitered the wall 4n 4ts snctor. The 15t Battalion nent patrols
along the river. Harnesing firs was now being delivered on Prost 2l
hora a day.

16 Sert 19LL '

large fires aleng the river and inside thas wall wore visible from
a1l Ou P.'s, At 0900 hours 159 Rassian soldiers who had been with the
Gorman forees in Brost surrendored to " n w Company. Thase troeps, all
of them anpamed in unln.mflinn mupplins at tha U=hosat pana, anparently
ware distrusted by the Germans and wore Masrred and aant to onr 1inas
under a white flap.

17 Sept 19,

The campaign reached its elimax with the antry of %th Infantry
troors into Prest, Patrols had bepm jahhing at the wall and ditch
long bafore dam, and astivity inecreased at 1000 houra when four
combat patrols, two sach from the 2nd and 3 Battai4irms, were sent
out with the missien of crossing the diteh and ocecupying high ground
botwran the Ateh and a bIaff just north of the Fenfeld Rivar. Tha
2nd Battd ion patrols reached the ditch in their sasctor, mit were
pinned down by heavy anemy mortary machine pan and £ifls fire, Une
of the 3rd Battalion petrols was storred by intenss machine pon fire
alao, tut the seccnd mitrol, from " I " Company, pushad through to the

wall at the mestern hordar of tha c'ty, 150 yaris from a bridpe seross
tha Fenfald Rivor,.



The breck-through eume &t ubout 1890 hours, 1 Cows ny's wsscult
platoons followed, «nd behiud them & short Lime later gume K snd L
Compusnice. L9 soojl &5 all three componies were inzide the wall the
Battalion, in a colwmn of cow unies, begen o steasdy .dveuce into the
elty along the Penfleld River.

In econtrust to soue of the bitter fighting of the wonith-long siege
the sctual bresk-through was accomplisned without serious o;;esition,
Apparently surprised wund dishecrtened by our finui thrust, the Cermens
made only = veak stand in Brest und surrendered by the thous.nos, Uur
casuuities in the eity vere Light., By nlgntfeli Com,uny I, spesrne.ding
the sdvunce, h.d moved more them 10 0 Yyaurds beyond the brewch in the
vall.

For hours before the bre k-through I Comyuny yrobed ihe western
defenses of Brest .ith wtrols., .he first patrel, frow the .nd Fletoon
edvanced from Kerele, a com.unity 1,500 yurds north of the elity, at Llu.
hours, worked 1ts .ay eust to » econcrete roud-zlong tie enfield River,
and then eut buck toward Brest as fer s the suburb of Kergoat, where it
was  irued dovn by m.echine gun fire, believed to huve coue from a@Ccross the
river. The mission of this patrol Lud been to pet through the well, dig
in amd send o messenger b.ck to lead the lst Plutoun into Brest by the
scme route. The 1lst Platoon rus walting in un ares between Lerguat sud
Kerele. If this plin hod begn succensful, then the re t of tue eolsjuny
stutioned at Kerele, rus golig to move into the elty on the heels of the
lat Plutoon,



While the patrol was still pinned down, hosever, the lst FPlatoon
was moved out at 1230 on Buttalion order and advanced to Kergout near
the patrol from the 2Znd Platoon. There the 1st Pletoon set up a def-
ensive position. The patrol rejoined the 2nd Flatoon,

After the lst Platoon hed secured a defensive position at Kergoat
the rest of the company moved in and occupled 1t, and the lst Platoon
went on 200 yards to the second hedgerow west of the wall,

From this new position the lst Platoon sent out a patrol with the
mission of finding a gap in the wall end reporting the location of it,

In this section the wall is relatively weak, Although made eéntirely of
stone, it stunds only about elght fect high und is between six inches

and a foot thiek, When it reached the wall, the patrol found a five-
foot gap, which ap: eared to have been torn by artillery fire. Theloe-
ation was reported. 4 patrol thereupon was sent out from the Znd Platoon
with the mission of going through the gap into the eity. The mission
wes agcoaplished at about 1600 hours,

When lst Lt. ¥illiam J, Ray, commander of I Comjany, received word that
the wall hud been successfully breached, he ordered the 1st Platcon
through the gap and began elearing the area for the advence of the rest
of the eompuny emd the Battalion. One squad from the lst Platoon worked
&long the river, unothey along the wall, The rest of the COmpLNY mean-
while was moved up to the point ocutside the wallwhepe the 1st Platoon had
beesn,

The first enemy encountered “ere seventeen Germuns inp a tuniiel a
short distanee inside the wall, They surrendered without a fight. From
a tunnel aeross the river, in the 2uth Division sector, muachine guns fired
on I Company. Fire was returned with & bazooka, and while Lt Ray was bring-
up rifle grenades for & hesvier ﬂﬂn¢entrnt1?h,ztn- enemy fire ceased,
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and about eighty Cermans oamme out and surrendered to a unit of
the 29th Divielon,

With this menace removed from its right flenk, the lst Plate
pon continued its advance along the waterfront., The chosen avenue
of n-proach was & long corrideor bounded on the south by the river
and on the north bty a high embankment contalning tunnels used by
the Oermans for hospitels and barracks, At 1900 hours the rest of
WI" Company moved through the wall, followed next by "K" Company
and then by "L" Compa y, and the Battallon advanced 1:1_- golumn of
oompanies in that order, .

Some rifle and grenade fire wus encountered, but the swarms
of prisoners conatituted the main barrier to awift advunce, The
Battalion was still advancing after dark more than 1,000 yards
from where it had entered the ecity wiien a halt wis ordered for the
night.

18 Sept 1944

The following extract from the llegimental Combat Heport
dated 17 September 44 constitutes a complete record of the oper=
ations of the Hegiment on this luect doy of combat for the momth
of Eeptember: ; Y le

By 172200 the Zrd Battalion had closed inside the Brest Eitrl
wall after.its successful penetratlion at the Junetlon of the wall
and the river described in 162200 Combat Repert. Jccupying the
low ground to the south of the escarpment inside the wall, I and
K Companies were subjected to hand gremades and muchine gun fire
from thelr rear, The enemy there located numbered 250 and were
armed with Z0 machine guns and several mortars, The Zrd Battalion
was ordered to resume the attack at 0900 hours from a line m.':
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departure just north of the 00 grid line (May: France 1/10 +000,
Sheet: Brest),

The Znd Battalion was ordered to oross tiie moat in their
sector aud scale the wall pricr to 180700 with two (2) ocompanies,
Thelir mission waz to drive tne enamy from above deseribed esgarp-
ment srior to the attuck of the “rd Battalion,

Iy 0820 the Znd Bettelion had Successfully accomplished their
misslon. All enamy resistance was overcaca,

"I" Company, moving to the line of departure at daybreak mat
no resistance and established theuselves slong & line N along read
from 940994 by 0900. At that time "E"™ gnd wiw Companies moved
through "I* Compuny atiacaiug scuth w th wgw Company on tne left
and "1L" Company on tihe righty “I* Compan y to ocoupy tue arsenal
at V45986 when tue olner two \2) companies reacnoea tne wall running
NE from 946987, Inemy resistunce consisted of heavy of heary
machine gun fire coming from buildings and ruins throughout thae
ganeé of advance, TEN° Cmpany encounterad particularly heayy fire
from a pocket of Germon Faratrocpers at 949997,

At 1200 hours elemcnts of the thras {3} rifle companies of the
3rd Battalion combing each blgek throusgh the 014 City of Great were
approaching Nue Dmile Zola bordering President Wilson Plage on the
northwest, A Farlimentary came throusn the front lines under g
flag of truce with g mesage requesting the Commanding Officer of
the American troops in Breat to meet with the German Commander,

The emigoary refused to deal with any officer of le eser rank,
Major William P Kernan, 3rd Battalion Cormanding Officer, with a
group of five (5) officers met the emlesary outside the tunnal
entronce to the underground hospital at the hoapital mt 04850024
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and wag led tiarough the hospital to the Regimental CPF of the 7th
Paratroop Fengiment which wae located in s conerete building at
ground level just off Prasident Wilson Place.

Colonal Erich Pletzonka and his staff were present, After
introduetions, Colonel Pletzonka msked if Major Eernan ever heard
of him, He then continued the conversation by eomplimenting Uajor
Kernan on the sklll displayed by the American troops in penetrating
the German defenses, He stated that he had been surprised by the
final maneuver. He further stated something to the effeect that
re=gupply of arms had been landed in the 290th Division sector some
time previously in anticipation of an attack from that direction.
The Colonel expressed himself as willing to surrender but wanted 1t
elearly understood that he was not in communication with any of his
subordinate unite and could not guarantee that his orders would
reach them, He warned of the possibility of some continued fight-
ing by isclated groupe. He requested an acknowledgement that his
troops had fought honorably and upon being mssured that the negotiat-
ions were being conducted in good faith the following armistice terms
were agreed upong

(1) Both sides cease firing,

(2) French eivilians to be barred from the City of Brest until
German troops were evacuated, '

(2) Oerman trooss to be adequately guarded from French (Terr-
oriota®,

(4) All German able bodied troops to leave their arms in their
dugouts and asaenble in President Wilam Place at 1500 hours when a

formal surrender would be made.
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Thesa prelimlnary negotimtions were eoncluded by 1250 hours
and the Colonel issued iﬂ.u orders, Jjmerican officers and enliated
men were sent with Jerman messengers under m white flag to carry
the order to the various elements of the garrison of Brest. A
copy of toie order and s translation taereof in attached,

Surrender terms were then negotiated subject to confirmation
by the by the %th Infantry Regimental Commander, who was on hig
way to Fresldent Wileon Place,

Toe matters brougit up and agreed upon were as followss

(1) Colonel Pletzonks requested an ackmowledgement that he
had fought honerably and according to the rules of war,

(2) Colonel Pietzonka reiterated his request that French
oiviliana be bered from the eity until all German troops were evag-
uated,

(%) Colonel Pistzonka requested tlmt guards be put on all
heepitals, stating his fear of oxeeates committed by French "Terror-
iste". e reported large supplies of foodstuffs and medical supplies
stored in the hospitals,

(4) Colonel Pietzonka requested that the women who had worked
around his Headquarters be given protection from the French and be
evacuated through US Army chennels,

On these four points Usjor Kernan assured the Colonel that
his request were entirely in order.

At 1400, a mesuze was recelved through Captain Vernon T idler,
Battallion LExecutive Officer, that Captain Helne Handl, Cormanding
Officer, lst Bn, 7th Puratroop Regiment desired to surrender to
Major Kernan, Captain Hendl was told to renort in pearsen te Col-

onel Pletzonkar Hendouprters, Z ? ~
i L et Y
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Colonel C J Hirschfelder arrived at the CP at 1420, He

Confirmed the terms tentatively agreed upon and assured ﬂmlm;;l
Pletzonka that he and his officers would be evacuated by motor
tran=prort with thelr perssnal bagiage. Colonel Hirechfelder also
gave Lils consent to the separation of tne officers orderlies from
the ol.ier prisoners,

At 1450 Unjer Genwral Iobertson arrived at President ¥ilson
Pl:oe and *ifrnsaaed the formal surrender of the garrison of Brest.
Zome 40N German prisonere had gathered in tie egquare znd more
streamed in a: gqulickly as thoae were marched off to the II'W forward
eollecting oolnt. “rme difficulties were experienced in separating
these “eron rrinoners ahle tn be evacunted through repular IPW
channeln frar thae larce number of Sermans gutuered in the subterran-
ean horpitel vnder President Wilson Place,

Fia evacuated throvph medleuwl channels nat tubulated, At
2130 1154 Pie were evacusnced through the IFV cage. Among thege
capture’ wna o Marine Vice Admirel and stuff wind the Com aunding
Officer of the Tth Parachute Hegiment with Staff.

i i s LON OF
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Sector Zast 1B8.9.44
1400 hra.
IO ALL CUMBAT ToAdSy
From the sector Test came the sugrestion for m trues, Amer-
leana panetrated inte the heart of the City from TWeat and North,
CI' completely surrendered, A truce affecting all units of the

Sector Tast is neceassary at once. Am leaving the final decision
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to the individusl Combat Terma. We, ot Wileon “qurre, are power-
lese. If the cccasiun negesiitates 1it, destroy ell we=pons and
agdenble et YWiloon <SQuare at 1600 hra. He have performed oupr
dutles to the lust.
Hall cushrer, recple and Fetherlsnd;
Slgned: FIZTZONKA,
Colonel and Commanding Cfficer
. Jector taat.

A, the month concluded the Regiment was in the procees of
moving up inte an aesembly area in the vicinity of st Vith, Province
©f Malmedy, Belgium. Soms 900 men trevelling on crganie trensporte
8tion left Landerneau, Brittany on the morning of 27 Sgptember and
closed into St Vith on 30 September. The remainder of the Regiment
entrained during the night 27-28 September in 67 boxcars and two
coaches at Landernesy. The first train errived in Longuyon, Frence
at 1600 30 s.ptember 44 and the 8econd trein closed in during the
night.

[

The month will be remembered, of ocuree, for the gpectaoularly
Succeeeful gapture or Breet, for the many prisconers captured and for
the bloodlessness of the final mesult - only eight men were killed
&nd seventesn wounded from 11 September to 18 September 1944, The

entire campelgn, howsver, cost in casualtiesn 12595 enlisted men and
55 officers.
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ATTER aliiws ASrodl g ST
OCTUBER 1944 t
At the beglnning of the perlod the 9th Infuntry, fresh from the H:-wry:
&% Brest, was on the way to Germany and the final showdown battles of the war.
The entry into Germany on &4 CUctober 1944 came almost 25 years after the Regi-
ment, travellinz the same peneral route throuch luxemburg and Balgium, had

firet entered Germany after the Armistice in Hovember 1912 as part of the

Army of Ccoupation.

; Betwesn the surrender of Brest on 18 September and the arrival of the Regi-
ment on the Siegfried line on 4 October the days were devoted %o resi, reorgan-
ization and travel. The movement to Germany began wnen the advance detall laft
landernau, near srest, by vehlcls on 25 Saptesber at OB00 hours. The organic

tranapertation, under the command of Major Frank E. Ball, crossed the I.F. on

W
27 September at 0520 in two seriale compossd of five march unite. Hine hundred &
N
officers and men, includinz personnel of the 2nd Medical Battalion, travelled 1
in this convoy, which made the trip of more than 70 miles in these atages: _;_-
lat Day lendernau to St. Aubin -4
2nd Day 5t. Aubin to Chatesunsuf |
% Day Chateaunsuf to S5t. Quentin
bth Day 8t. Quentin to Schonberg, Belgium - =
-

b

The trip was accomplished without ar sccident. There wers only four mechan-
ical breskdowns and all the vehicles thet started t.ha_.triinlnud into SIt. Vith
with the column. g

The bulk of the troops travelled most of the way to Germany by rail, leav-
ins landernau in two traine on the night of 27 Eeptember. The trip was mde in

World War I n;rlaf
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in Forty-znd-eleht boxcars - 40 Hommes, B Chevisux - with 34
men to the car,

The firet day brief gtope were made at Remmes and LeMans,
The second day the troops had a distant view of Faris, The third
day, 30 September, they paseed through World War battlements
around Verdun and arrived st Longuyon in Northsastern France,
termirus of the raill journey. From the etatlon a steep and
elipnery 2% mile march was made to fields above the town where
the night wae passed in bivouac,

1l Oetober

At 1300 hours the Regiment left Longuyon by motor convoy
for Schonberg, Belgium, a distance of about 100 miles, All
through Luxemburg and Belgium the troope Were cheered by Bunday
crowds lining the streete of towns and villages, By nightfall
the Regiment wae encamped in thick pine foreste sbove Schonberg,
in the sight of the hille of Germany three mlles away.

2 - 3 October

The Regiment remalned in bivouac above Schonberg preparlng
to relieve the Bth Infentry and elements of the 12th Infantry,
4th Divieion, along an 8,000-yard eector of the Slegfried Line,

4 Detober

The Regiment entered Germany, First to leave the Schonberg
bivouae, &t 0330 houra, was a motor column of weapons carrlers and
prime movers of the Third, First and Second Battallione in that
order, In the same order the troope croesed the I, F, at O#ﬂﬂ:nn
the seven-gnd-a-half-mile march to the front line, It was Btill

dark vhen they passed the border.
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Rain had turned the roads into bogs, and the 1:.:'.'1:14:1;!:1'1I struggling under full
squipment, tolled through darknese and driszle up cne steep hill and down tha
next, Many of them said gfterward that the march into Germany was the most
stremious crdeal of its kind they had experienced in Europe,

By 1130 the Regiment had completed relief of the Lth Division units. The
sactor 1t now occupied, primarily as a holding force, ran in a morth-south line
through the pine forests of the Schnee-Eiffel Mountalns, forming a salient be-
tween Task Force I on the left (morth) and the 36th Infantry on the right. Our
aligrment was Second Battslion on the laft, First Battalion in the Cemter amd
Third Battalion, lese K Company, on the right. K Company and Camnnon Compamy were
attached temporarily to Task Force X, The Regimental C. P, was moved f.t‘rm
Schonberg to Schlausenbach, Germany, & farming village from which the inhabitants
had been evacuated.

Along most of the line open areas, in places two or three thousarnd yards
wide, separated our MLE from the enexy MLR. Within our lines were more than two
dozen Siegfried pillboxes previocusly wrested from the Germans, some of which
were used as C. P's, by the Battalions and certaln companies.

The pattern of deployment down through the companies, platoons and sguads
was influenced by the location of dugoats, pillboxes and foxholes previcusly
used by the Lth Di‘ni.ai.nn.m These positions, however, were promptly and constantly
expanded
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and strongtaened and the outuost line ehanped, Jith considerzbly femer men

to hold the sa.le area, every terrain feature had to bas used to the best possible
advantage. It was lzpossible to construct a KLR of interlocking bands of fire,
or even to maintain & defensive line that could be continuously observed.

The pgeneral trace of the Repimental positions ran along the Schnee=Eiffel
ridge line, but alwost every eompany was compelled to situate itself arsund the
forward slopes of subsidiary ridge lines or shouldsrs running at right angles to
the main line. Deep draws between these shoulders were constantly used as routes
of approach by enemy patrols. Conseguently as will be noted by referring to the
attached Situation Overlays, a line dramn from north to south connecting every
outpost would present a scalloped effect.

One of the difficulties imposed by the extremely large sector wes the crea-
tion of wide gaps between the outposts. Initially because of these gaps and of
the thick woods, small enezy patrols were able to infiltrate to the very center
of our positions without too much difficulty. As & result all positions were
consiructed as independant islands of resistance prepered for 211 around dafense.
At night the ocutposts buttoned up and readied themselves to repel attacks from
any direction. Coneurrent with the extensive buildine progran instituted in the
second week of occupation of these positions was a similarly intensive program
of laying tactical and protective wire all along the front. In the extensive gaps

that could not be covered by fire, booby traps, anti-personnel mines and trip

flares were installed to impede tha enery and alert our out-
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T¥itEe 3y tlw end of tha zanth thoevsands of yarda of ®-=pheg 1lre Ead
Sedd obLin g osnd nundieel of alnog lalad, Sotil amouat of wire waas
<la l. steead, 1450 yurds; two stronds, 2930 Fords) thres oo four ctre
mads, 24805 singls zpron, 525 yerds; doubla apren, 575 yards; numbep
of yardec soveored by conecertlna, 13,079, Follevins are flgures on
other obctzoles: 115 flures with trin wire; 711 frezmentation sransdes
vith trip wvire: 332 zntl=tenk mines, =4 cna-half Pound blocka of THT.

Flcotoons on outpost duty were rotated avery 24 hours,

an 2ddltionzl difficulty encountered wasg the curlous composition
of ths secil which held moisture slose to the surface of the ground in
hizm 22 wsll as low &rzzs. Thick, sticky =mud rendersd parts of the feaw
amall roads asceatizl for EUDDly &lmoet impassehla, Znzineer Sgusds
were Lept consiantly busy azintainins the rocds, fllling holes end puts
and lagroving forsst pathe thet hed not b2en used in o long tima,

Gzrman unlits Xnown to be defending the Slezfried Line alonz the
9th Infantry zector were the Zmad 53 Panzer Grenadlar Divizion =na the
6th a2nd 11th 94F Fortress Sattelions, ujits recruited from Luftwatfe
bersonnel, Durln:+the aonth an undetzralned numbsr of 55 troope wars
raplzced by Volk Zrenadlars,

(Casuulties: 12 non-battls

(Frizoners takon: §)

5 October
, A8 enexy patrols probed the Flret Battzlion area, the work of

lzproving snd recrzenlzing posltions was begun in e=rnest zll elong
ths line, and our own patrale vare Jrganized and vigorous patrolling
schedulss put into effact,

On orders froa Regiment each Battalion organized & Ranger Flatoon

conslgting of one officer, one non=-commissioned officer and 15 privetes,
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These slotoons vere .loced under the supervision of the Battullion S5-I,

-

Relleved of all responsibility, except their ovm locsl securlty, and

reserved for patrol work alone., Miembers of the platoon were separately

billeted and fed wherever possible. Night patrolling was done by
Rungers only.

Esch rifle company was instructed to designate for patrol work
gne officer, one non-comuissioned nrfiﬁ&r and five privatés who could
be called upon to supplement or replace members of the Ranger.Platnuns
if more officers and men were needed. Until called, however, they
renained in their respective units and were used for daylight patroll-
ing.

Regiment esteblished the following as the minimum patrolling
schedule:

a. Battalions with thﬁiiligggaﬂies on line - one combat patrol
and two reconnaissance patrols dﬁily.

b. Battalions with two companies on line - one combat patrol
and one reconnalssance patrol dally.

¢. Contact and seeurity pstrols to the flanks and between the
outpost line and the Battalion C P.

Night

Each Battalion was to send its Ranger Platoon on a misslon each
night.

Contact patrols to the flanks were malntained.

Missions of combat patrols, both day and night, were announced
by Hegimental Headquarters, with specizl missions ordered on recommen-

dation of Battalion Commanders. Missions of reconnaissance patrols



yrapa a=venne-d B BEnbdaldon Oammnndarn,

(Casuadtdes: 9 non=-battle)

& October

Snamy patrols gttempted to infiltrate through the lines of the First and
Sapond Battalipns, md in onn of the day's skimishes B Compary killed temo ﬁqman:.

(Camusltiss: 2 12114, B woundad, 28 non-battle)

T Octorer

amrorted by brigk ertillery and mortar fire;, an aneryr forece estimated at
batwecn one and two compandes sttanked E and F Cormamy cutnosts at 1200 hours,
gapfurine 9 men and wounding sevara] others, The madn blow fell on Z Company ocutposis.
Siv mon of the 2nd Flatoon vho were in the outhost nearest the enesy vere surround-
ed snd eeontured 4orother with three menm o7 *ha 3rd Flatoon who wer= working on a nev
autno=t lin2 sloser o tha sorramris VLR -nd stopd their srownd snd fousht when the
attank cema, Tha fote of the ren in therm was not kmevm dafinitely until the next
Apy vhan the Cermans dromeed mwenacanda leeflets papdns then es Drisimers -nd -
ine *hey were heing well treatsd, The leaflets we—n addresced fo the Phuys of the
Pnd Infantry Division,®

A sharn comnter-atisck b our forces wez made latear in the E Cormany secior.
(Bae 10 Oetoher.)

In a sikdirmich with a forty-man patrol that infiltrated its sector st 0320
and wes remulsed Corpary K suffersd four camusltles, including cone pan killed,

Czsuslties: 1 killed, B woundsd, & non-battle, 10 mis=ing end & nrisoners
taken,

By this time rapid progress wa= beinz made in providing for the troops the
mo=t comforts and srenities possible under the circumstances.

With steady rains already falling, an extensive program of log-shelier-
btuilding wes ordered as an es-entisl ssfeguard of the heelth of the troocps, who
otherwise would have had to go on living, perhaps threugh winter months, in fox-
holes, sometimes in water inches deep. The Ragiment proved to be rich in Jog-
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cabin orchitects and improvisers, and slowly the forest took -on

the oppearance of a boom town of log command posete, log kitchems,
log squad rooms, log drying roomes and verious elaborate log shel-
ters with tin or tile roofs and clay chimneys. Squad sheltere
ugually had sleeping space for four men, with membere of the eguads
taking turns sleeping in them at night in the order of their rotat-
ion on guard duty. When the Regiment first went on the 11.na two-
man fToxholes were standard. In bullding the log shelters, hm_lre'rer,
it was decided to permit accommodations for four men for Teasons of
comfort and morale. At the outposts were log covered dugouts in
which men could sleep while not on guard and from which they could
fight.

The work of building log shelters was long and arduoue. Trees
had to be felled, cut into logs and carried to where they were need-
ed, The sound of axes rang through the forest from daylight to dark,
and at times, the area resembled a lumber camp as much as a battle
line, As an example of the size of the task, the First Battalion
was felling more than 400 trees a day at the height of ite building
Program,

But the ghelters were not the only new comforte. Inside
ghowersa were installed in a house and barn at Schlausenbach, and
each day 180 men were brought back to use them. _Frnm the showers
the men could go to & moving picture, the first of which, "Stars
on Parade,” was shown on this day. A rest camp with 'h'EEI',,.:l.I:B cream,
cards, books, radio, showers and barber shop was opened by the 2nd
Divieion at Vielsalm, Belgium, with accommodations sufficient to

g



allow the Regiment to eend 125 men and six officere at a time
for 4B-hour vieits. ZFurther comfort was on the wuy in the I:um
of sleeping bags. (One thousand were issued on 1B October).
Concurrent with new comforts, however, were the inevitable
shortages and inconveniences imposed by long supply lines, Bread
and coffee were scarce for a few days, and the cigarette situation
wae eriticel during most of the month.
-2 reported; "Enemy artillery and mortar fire for the
period was the lightest yvet encountered.”
Casualties: 1 killed |
5 wounded
10 nen-battle)
9 October |
At 0300 & 12-man German patrol infiltirated the E Company
sector and reached a point about 1,500 yards from the Regiﬁmt&l
¢.P. All personnel at the C.P. were alerted, but the patrol
was repulsed by E Company's ,50-calibre machine guns. Three

Germsns were believed to have been wounded.

{szua.l‘biaa: 4 wounded
6 non-battle)

10 October
A Second Battaelion combat patrnl' congisting of twelve men
from E Company, 8ix men from G Cempany, four men from the Batta-
1ion intelligence section and a mortar observer lashed at the
enemy in the E Company sector, wiping out a German outpost, kill-
ing or seriously wounding eleven men aml capturing four others,
two of whom were wounded, One member of the patrol was killed

and another wounded.
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The encmy outpost huel been dizcoversd earlier In the dey by & Six-
man patrol from E Company.

Casuazlties: 1 killed, 1 wounded and 9 non-battle.

11 - 18 Qctober

These were days of petrol warfare along the regimental front.
Reconnalssance patrols ranged through the forest observing enemy
dispositions, listening for enemy sounds, spoiting enemy gun em-
placements, seeking out enemy mine fields. Ambush patrols pounced
on unwary Germans and brought them back for questioning. Combat
patrols jebbed at enemy lines, attacked machine guns, battled enemy
patrols. Total casualties for the eight deys were: 9 missing, El
wounded and B8 non-battle. 10 prisoners tzken.

(Lt Col H. K. Wesson, Commanding the First Battalion, was fat-
ally wounded by an anti-personuel mine while inspecting positions
on 13 October. He died on 15 October.)

19 October

A great increase in enemy artillery was noted. From 1515 to
1530 the Second Battalion ares received nine rounds. Between 50 and
60 rounds landed in the rear of L Coupany and 85 in the rear of I Co-
mpany soon after 1800. Fifty rounds were hurled at C Company et
sbout the same time, causing twe casualties. Throughout the day 62
rockets were fired into the First Battalion area and caused four cas-
ualties. Artillery fire was preceded by long-range machlne gun
tracer fire believed to have been used for target disignation..
Casualties: 1 missing, 6 wounded and 12 non-battle.

20 October
Enemy artillery fire decreased. At sbout 1100 hours 25 rounds
- 10 -



landed along the front between L Com.any enc C Comgeany. Three raﬁhﬂs
each were recelved by the First and Second Battallons between 2215 and
2320, ©Sixteen rockets were fired intc A Company area at 1045. Ko
casualties were reported caused by this shelling.

L Comgany petrols cobserved Geramans bullding log shelters.

At 0230 two men from M Company were wounded and one man was killed
when one of them stepped on an enemy mine-and-dynamite charge ln & road.
Casualties: 1 killed, 1 missing, & wounded and 10 non-battle.

21 October '

German flying bombs, of the type used ageinst London, passed
over the Regimental sector, some of theuw direectly sbove zbove the.
Regimental C, P. They continued on their way, however, and caused
no damagg in the immediate viecinity. On this first day of their app-
ezrance on this sector eight bolmbs were counted. Others cime over
Crl suh;Equent days.

The first group from the Regiment to be given éﬁ-hcur furloughs
in Paris left by truck at 0730. The group ceonsisted of one Officer
and sixteen enlisted men. Other groups of sbout the szme number left
every two days during the rest of the month.

Enemy mortar fire was considerable.,

Various indiuatinﬁs of inereased enemy activity were noted,
particularly on the First Battalion front. Sounds of enemy vehicles
and of chopping and digging were heard through-out the day, and at
1120 the Third Battalion 0. P. reported a German light tank hecded
southward. Casualties: 1 wounded and 13 non-battle.



22 October
* A Spgond Batislion patrol engaged gsix Germons in a fire fight and estimated
th=t four of them ware wouhded, Two Germans were known to have been wounded by
an L Comany patrnl, Enomy mortar fire continued., Ca~ualtdes: 2 wounded and
3 non-battle.
The follering "Estimate of Enemy Situatina® nresents 2 good 11lustration of

the nature o tha oppozition faced by the Hegimant at this time:

HIADQUARTERS FIRST BATTALION
KINTH INTANTHY
APO #2, US
22 October 19

Subjecty Estimate of Enery Situation

Ta : Cormanding Officer
Mnth Infantry
AP {17, US hrmy

Enemy information sained thus far indicates the =robab’a enamy OFLE runs
on a line 0S3IBAT=0FGEBA30-0520E4815-050085-05858L85-0575ELE5-01 358 10-CLS0BLTS-
oll:8li 7-0li25El30,

To substantinte thiz estimatinn we have *he folleavine Ta~teal reneris fo
rresent. For & more cororehonsive understendire of our pdcture v have nartitioned
our battalion area ints three distinet sectors, mamely, laft, center and right,

Considaring the la’t sector first, we be gt our left flank boundary
~here wa find an enemy outpost o the hill =t O5LASS. The follovdng activitr hes
been renorted on or in the wicinity of this hill.

(1) Or %ct. 11 an] A Co. patrol cbserved nine men eating at 09688L; (2)
tn Oet, 1F nine enemy 24 OELCEACS fired an an A Co. motrol and 12 more enory Tere
ssen on the eastern slop= of thiz hill. A dead enemy wasz found the same day at
(5258655 {3; On Dot. 1b en anti-tank gun w-s observed a2t 0530660 by the 2nd
Battalion; (L) Oct. 19 enery snmall ams fire weos heard at Q56065 by an A Co patroel;
(5) On Oct, 20 an A 0o patrel re-orted smemy rifle fire at 05358550,

Trinz v with the trooos at this sirongmoint are the troeps (estimated at
three nlstoons) bivenaced in tha weods 0SE0RAIS-DE1EL? vhere 1l wisns of smoke ware
seen by 2 Co A patrol October 15. Confirmins this information, on Oct. 16 another
A Co natrol comnded 12 visps of smoke in these rwoods. ,

' Consistent nepntive revorts hy netrols indicated that the triangle of
ground formed by the tmo cresks coming teo a junction at 055863 is not oemimied by
the enemy, nor is the wooded mart of the ridge runming senerally from ﬂlLHEEI-C-FE'Bﬁg-

Berevar, the rosd fork st OCEB62 i3 coversd by a squad of men and a machine
pun 25 indicated by the following report=y; (1) On Oct. 9 en A Co. patrol saw
enermy chop=ing wood at QTEBA2; E!gg} On Ogt 12 an A Co Sﬁtml g7 four ensmy along
the thin strio of wosds at 0SC0BE2S and 0S608L20; (3) Un Oct. 13 an A Co patrol
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1 NmA pr eeled thean emomy at CRSERG30 and smy soven other oneey hopa, (The matrel
cimm Fieed gn by o meeldne s oat 00h26%.  In addition *he catrel heamd chopping at
c5708528s (L) The ranrer patrol of octs 17 was fired on by one machine gun, four
rifles at Q555061E,

From here we move a~st in our sector and find a reinforced platoon holding
devm the reverse slere rdafense alonr tha ridee from 053861-050055, Ye base this on the
following informeation: (1) On Oct 15 a patrol from A Co saw three enemy at OSLESL
in dupouts, and three goine to a cabin, a CP, at 05308610. The patrol heard voices
o 20 or more men ond sonzider-hle chepping at 05500615, (2) Addins %o our infor-
netien, on Oct. 16, on & Co patrel ssw 10 men entar and lesve wio dugouts in tha
fi21d ot OS1E51, The matrel nloe sar machine pun ormlacamente at OELEES]S and
05758508, This patrel alse rooerted a machine sun a2t OS5TEGE, in addition to the
other two previously reportad, Four momenemy wers seen 2t 65‘5555 by this patrol.
{3) Providing infernntion for tha faurth lmevm machine pun is the renort of Co A's
outcost of Oct 10 telling of machine gun fire at 057855, 3

Further indieating that there sre trooms dug in on this rever-e sglone are
the following renorts:t (1) On Oet. 16 Co B reported 10 enemy fires at CSEESS;

(2) On Oet 11 Co B patrel heard eich® veiees at 0SA857; (3) Co B patrol on Oct 20
heard 20 or more voices at OFARST ond small amms fire from here. An A Co pairel on
Oct 20 confirmed this repert; (L) A Co. patrol on Oct 20 heard wood chopping at 056857
end & rifle shot from EEEGE&DE. In addition ther saw five enemy crossing the field

at OG0SEROS and heard more chorpins of wood at 056585903 (5) Voiceswere henrd by

B Co. matrol on Oct. 10 nt 0SBEGG.

One strin of the ridee is mined and borbed wire has been installed in sorme
wlaces, On Oct, 16 A Co's outpost saw two enemy laving mines at OSTECS and an enery
laving borbed wire on Oct. 19 in the seme vicinity, Oct 21, emery was heard hammer-
ing at stokes here.

We new turn to the eonter of our sector where we have found reletively
1i4tle enepy notdvity. Ve do now the eneryr hes a cart-time listendne nost at
053885, In tmo instences ve have'obssrved one or T enemy observing here, enly te
fivd the wooded draw vasated the folloving darr by rpetrols.

On Oct £ 2 Co B patrol s~ three enmemr in this drew and on Oct 10 ancther
B Co patrol sew tro enemy here. . However, on Cct 11 the draw was found not onccupied
by B Co patrel. On Oct 12 tvo (2) enery were again seen in this draw, but afain a
ranper patrol found no enerss hers on Oct L.

The roed g+ OS7BS0 is used s a suptly route for the enerys' reverse slope
dofenss, srd traffic has been hesrd on it 2t various tdres, On Oct 8 a B Go patrel
heard a heavy truck on this road, while on Oct 10 another B Co patrel reportad fmo
trirlks snd one motorcyele on this road. On Oet 1k B Co asein reported fraffic om

this road.

A B Co patrol which spent the entire dovs of Oct 15 and 17 on the hill at
0ELELe renorted mo activity in the drev at 053E5L, but saw cne man eome out of
haseheid and nick vegetetables at 0556851, ;

Tascheid is the mrobeoble swpply zoint and aid stetion for the =nemy on
ovir left and the commmnica*icons trench running from Wseechedd along the draw gt
ossih7 +o OLFEELTO to sunnly the enemy on our right, The trench ms ussd by 18
enemy to o %o end from Vascheid Oect, 15 and 17. In addition, B Co has secon suprilies
end 1it*ers carried beck and forth along this trench every day since we have pgene
ints rosition.

On our right flank we f£ind another strongroint arcund the hill at OLASLS,
manned by & company, less one platoon., An outrest and observetion post is set wp
across the draw at DE3ELG in the woods st ollifhl. Five machine puns are lmomn to
e at this strong voint; ons at OLGOCLTE comranding the draw at Oh&8Los second at
OLEELT cormanding the road net at 017080755 "a third at OLLELG ::mmmﬂ%ﬁ the drar.at
OLLELS commanding 2 draw at 0388LE0: and the fourth end fifth st OLTELL and OLBC-
8355 respectively for harrassing fire purposes.
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23 Qctober
Reconnaiseance patrols were active on both eides, Enemy
artillery fire deceased, E Company left Task Force X and return-.
ed to the control of the ¥th Infantry., The company was placed in
reserve.” .

iﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂ‘ﬁ-it!t 1 wounded
4 non-battle)

24 October

Enemy patrols were very active, and enemy artillery fire,
some of it believed to have been from long-range guns, was coo=
glderable, although it caused no casualties.

An enemy patrol worked ite way to within 25 yards of B Com-
pany's first outpost and fired on the contact patrol. The Germans
withdrew, however, when brought under fir e. Guide lines between
B amd C Companies were found cut in several places.

At 1245 An A Company patrol engaged in a fire fight with an en-
ey furc;, losing one man and capturing two wounded Germans. Both
of the prisoners dled soon afterward., An 1L Company patrol killed
three Germans and possible wounded a fourth.

Cannon Company returned to the control of the 9th Infartry,

Casualties; 2 wounded

9 non-battle
1 missing)
25 October

Enemy artillery wae active. At 1130 27 rounds of artillery
and mortar fell in the Firet Battalion area. At l'i’ﬂ-ﬂ 12 rounds
:_’511 in A Company area.' The Eacgnd Battalion reported rnu:_r- n-.-.'
nalties caused by more than 30 rounds rﬂneifed during the period.

wl.ﬁ-



At 0940 B Conpany's No. 2 outpost reported six enemy
approaching. A combat patrol wae dispatehed from C Company,
flanking the Germans and kiiling one of them %bYefore the enemy
withdrew. .

At 1115 e First Battalion reconneiesance patrol was ambush-
ed by & group of six or eight Germans, who npﬂ'l.l.eﬂ fire with two
machine pistols, The patrol returned the fire, and the enemy
withdrew with one man kmown to have been wounded.

Casualties: 1 missing
5 wounded

7 nnn-hl.t.tlu}

26 October

The Regiment received the severest artillery shelling it
had vet encountered in Germany and one of the severest it had
encountered since landing in France on 7 June, The fire appar-
ently was timed to catch our troops 'while-the:r were supposedly
congregated for breakfast, -

Between 0600 and 0820 approximately 95_5 rounds of artillery
and mortar fell in the Second Battalion area. .Two hundred rounds
fell in the First Battalion area between 0645 and D‘H_E. _ﬂf which
100 rounds landed in A Company area between 0645 and 0705. There
were no indications that the Germans planned to attack under
cover of the artillery, and the shelling made no marked difference

in the casualty trend. (see figures below).

The Thrd Ea.ttnlinn was r&lia‘reﬂ by the attached 27th Armored
Inf antry Battalion and went ._*u::tu Division Teserve in & rﬂﬂ_: Brea

near the Division C. P. at St. Vith, Belgium. The Battalion was
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billeted with eivillans in three villages, Born, Medell and
Meyerode.

The 27th Armored Infantry Battallion kept one company in
reserve In case of attack anywhere along the reglmental front.
This company was acqualnted with routes into each company area
so that 1t could move swiftly to any point that might be threatened.
Casualties: 1 killed, 5§ wounded and 10 non-batile. 2 Prisoners
taken.

27 October

Enemy artillery fire was ageln heavy. Between 0850 and 0725
151 rounds of heavy mortar and artillery fire fell in the Second
Battulion area. Twelve more rounds fell at 1145 and between 60
and 70 landed in the interval from 1212 to 1227. From 0645 to
1225 85 rounds fell in the First Battalion area. Of these 40
rounds landed in A Company ares and around the Battalion Aid Sta-
tion between 0645 and 0700. Fifteen rockets landed in C Compamny
area at 1225, As & result of the shelling the First Battalion
suffered five casualties, including one man killed.

Enemy night patrols were active,

Casualtles: 3 killed, ¢ wounded and 1l non-battle.

£8 October

Enemy artillery continued to fall throughout the regimental
sector, most of it landing in the First and Second Battalion areas.
Sixty-two rounds of rocket and mortar fire fell in the First Bat-
tallon area during the day and B8 lMortar and artillery rounds in
the Second Battalion area.

A seven-man enemy patrol ran into a Second Battalion ambush
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gnd the two scouts were fired on and believed killed.

Eﬂa.uunltiea: 1 wounded
5 non-battle

29 October
Enemy artillery lessened considerably. Forty rounds of
rocket and mortar fire fellin the First Battalion area and ten
in the 27th Armored Infantry Bnttni;l.nn AT ER. .
An embush pntrui from B Company Iired on four Germans at
1945 and estimated that three of them were wounded.
(Cesualties: 6 nnn.-‘hnttla}
30 October
Enemy artillery was limited to scattered rounds, moet of
them landing at night in the First and Becond Battalion Breas.
A First Battalion patrol engaged six Germans in a fire fight,
gnd gll the enemy were hit.
(Casualties: 9 non-battle)
(Prisoners taken: 1) '
ﬁi October _
No enemy artillery wae reported and only ecattered rounds
of mortar. Enemy activity was generally quiet during ltha night.

Casualties: 1 wounded
2 non-battle)

Total casuaslties for uctﬂhér werei

Eilled 10
Wounded T2
Miesging = 25
Hon-battle 268 - .
]

Replacements received, all former members of the Regiment:
60 Officers = 371 BEnlisted Men.
- 15‘ el
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Twenty=-five prisoners were taken during the month

For the Regiment October was & month of readjustment from
the hedgerow and house-to-house fighting of former campalgns to
the mountein and forest warfare of the Slegfried Linej a mnnthl
of solidifying poeitions, treining new men, feeliﬁg out enemy
strength and dispoeitions, building up supplies and of prepar-
ing shelters to protect the troope from cold and rainy weather,
October was & month of unususlly heavy rains. 4s the perlod
ended morale was excellent, and the Regiment was ready for what-

ever miszion it wes to be given in the drive through Germany.
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Noverher on the @th Infantry asctor of the Siegfrisd Line
in Germany was 3 wonth of contending altemnately with deep
snew, thick mid and heavy rains end of constant glve-and-take
war with the enemy, in which the Reriment, as umrel, pave more
than it took., It was a month that for the older merbers arcuszed
memories of the 19L3 winter maneuvers at Waterameet, Mich.

The Regiment throeghont November continued to held the
gector it hed tazken cver on lj October in a pine forest along
a Tidge of the Schnee-Eifel Weuntains, “his sector at mid-
manth w=e # scene that misht hove been borrowed from & painting
of the winter at T21lev Ferge, 8 scene of small prouns of
scldiers huddled around fires that ould be teilt by day, of
puards standing at thelr posts in anem several inches deen,
of men chepning logs for thelr cabine and shelters.

Patrols rosmed the forest by night and day ettacking
German outposts, recenroitering Gevzman vositions, smbnshing
German patrolas. Many of these German patrols were clad in
white gamouflage uniforms. Our patrels experimented with
wearing fuli-length white underwear over remuler unifoms.

The meriod in which the ground was coversd with snow vas
from © Neverber to 20 Nowember.

While cur srtillerr fire inereased cteadily In intensity
during the month, the Oth Infantry crammed 1iberal doses of
machine mun, mertar end 10Smm howitzer harassing fire dom the
encrry's throat on an expending dally schednle. For exarple,
the mmber of .S0-calibre machine gun rounds fired on this



gchedule increased from 330 on 1 November to 20,000 rounde

on 2% November, The number of all types (heavy, light, white

phosphorous) of 8lmm mortar rounds rose from 100 ¢n 1 November
to 559 on 18 Ngverber. In the same period the number of E0mm

vounds of harassing fire rose from 100 to 313,

Haraseing fire was controlled by Regiment. In the case
of tne .50-calibre machine guns, three firing positione were
eatablished at stratesiec points, ten gune in each, and could
be fired in battery. To achieve high conceniration of fire
all gung of one position fired in battery on the same target.
In this manner the cone of dispersion covered a sizable area,
Then firing positions were active at the same time,targets
were selected in such & way that the cones of fire from all
positions constituted cne continuouas concentration. Miring
times changed from day to day.

On 11 November the time was 1100 hours., While an
Armistice Day artillery barrage thundered overhead, the %th
Infantry saluted the occasion ¥ th 20 .50-calibre machine gun,
rounds per gun, 8 .Z0-calibre machine gun rounds per gun, 1B
Elrm rounds per mortar, 27 60mm mortar rounds per mortar and
& 105mm haw?tzsr rounds per gun, all fired on Imown or suspected
tarzets. The enemy's first reaction was 6 rounds of 80mm mortar
fired at A Company. Other rounds of enemy mortar and light
artillery landed soon afterll00 hours in the areas of E, C,

L and F Companies.



Mz~ herba, first =aan avar tha 0¢h Infentyr cretar on 70 Cotabor,
fali in considarable mrbor in zndl creund *ha area durine igyasher, exas-
ing no aosurliian and eanlr minor da=ara. One of thoam erashed on EE.T"mﬂ-.mh.'.r:':
alter pasing throwh = eone of our S0=-colibre moshine pun herassing firve,
OUn 12 Nevernber £ trailer and iis eonients; ineluwdine four 11 rifles, sev-
eral pistels and @ pair of binoculars, viors damased by a commrested air
tenk that hurtlad to earth behind the 2nd Battlion Euaﬂql.la:t*ter-s Compary
mess afizr tha bomb, of vhich it wes a part, h2d crashed in F Commeny with-
ot exploding. The first of the borhs to land in the areaz strick near the
Amy resd TOC yards w=st of the Regimental G, P. in Schlausenbach at._E_‘-!.E-E
on 1 Voverbar, Glass in the transom over the C. P, door was broken by the
blest and windows were blovm out in the mess hall situsted in a2 barn
naarter,

This was only tha berinnine of Yrowkls for 0. P. person-sel, howawar,
as the Zernans tock to shellinr Schlausenbach spas-odically throucshout +the
menith prineivally during the hours of darkmess., Five shells lsndet 4n the
C. P. erer in the azrly hours of © Noverbsr, n the night of 1617 Havarbher
15 shells wers fired at the village, and these were followed by znother 12
baetween 2200 and 2200 hsurs on 17 Yoverbar, A more severs shellin= posurrad
before dmm on 21 Novesher, Twanty-five 10Cmm rounds slammed inte Schlap-
sanhech, ripring dovm srires end shatterine winderrg, includineg those 4in the
C. P., mascage center, znd Solonel C. Y, Hirschfelder's house, Ore shall

erashed through the roof
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end exnicdad 1n er unoccupied sscond-floor bedrcoom. Tlen sleeplng 1in
en Ed)élning room were not Injured. & ghort dlstsance away another eilell
dezesad the Jeep Ef the I.P.W. Teem. Towerd the end of the month & few
shells lended in the C.P. mrea during deylisht hours.

Yone of the ehellinze geused cgeprlties. Livings querters vere
stndbaszed, emd, with gn eve to poseibly srever meesures by the degpe-

L -

reve eneoy, end £ir-reld werning. elren wae lnstelled cuteide the C.P.
on-20 Moveamber.

The cellouvsing work the men ¢f the Sth Infentry performed inm
Cetober building log shelters pald off in Yovewmber in dividends of con-
fert end health. then the encw o¢f2m2 the Réesiment wae prepered for it
Wiih Wera squed sheltsre, pletoom drylng-rcome, well srotected dugouis,

loz zltchene end Q.Pe.

sowever, whe tesk ¢f providing comfortetcle akeltere did not end
with Cetcber. Allduring cvember ihe cen vorzed to improve &nd réin-
procf tihelr shalters end to bulld new cn2s where the old hed proved
inedequete. Chinks between loge were f1lled vwith mud. Exienticns were
pullt. %elle were lined with cerdboard from the zltchen and buttresssd
by dirt-filled azmunition boxes, &nd floore #ni ceilinze were msde out
of ‘salve red lumber. E:ﬁ%sﬁs trpee of imorcviesd stoves wede thelir
Eppeerence, some feeihlcned out of Zerwan helmete énd ges nsel cense.
Sore of the cebinse were eleborete. The 1st Zgttelion Fenzer pletocn,
Tor exemple, hed & cebin with curteins, & hernd-peinted lamp, rug, teble,
bucze, even & doorbell - & bleycle bell effixed above the entrence. By

the end of the month the number cof livinz guartere completed wes 410,

ef drying-roome 34,



vot w3l the tork sent inte sliugingello liar NG GEFInI-TOLES.
Gess nells ond l.otrines vere built., Bot.oolion €. ?5. “ere enl.l2d
br the .diitien of log p.vilions .t the front of thw plllboles.

F Company constructed & new outpost line. Trroughout tie Regl-
ments1 secchor nes fire l.nes "ere cut «ind old oues cle.Ted of
falien br.ncnes. To .roteet weileles from sihr pniel "jeep st.lls®
were cons.ructed = three=-sided roodless guriges, snd ws 4 Suie-
gurd cgoinst immersion foot ("trench foot") wood plutforms vere
built in su.rd posts., Compenies were directed to heve dry socks
gvilloble for every man &t all times,

The work of modintiining sup;ly ro.ds sent on curisg probebly
every deyligit hour of the manth., &now end roin me-de so.e ol the
rocds zlmost impess<ble. During the thew th-T set in on 17 liov-
ember, to clte one case, streches of tine sup iy ro.f le.ding to
K Conpany “ere unéer v.ter deep inough %o cover tie vheels of &
jeep. In some places, not.bly tne lst Buttaulion, nev rozds had
to b2 built «s substitutes for old ones on which wehleles could
be seen by the enemy sinece the lecves ned fallen,

The constint vork of meking the forest hibltoble imcsed
menpover sroblams on company co.lelders, who .ere foced every dey
=ith tne tcsk of striking « bilince bet:een men going on vork
cet.ils, men goirg on pess or to the shouers or on sick ccll end
men required for security.

Opposing the Sth Infentry duriig liovember were the Zbith
Regiment and tihe 6th and 7th Compenles of the J95th Regiucext of
the 16th Volks Grenzdier Division. Ineluded amoung these LToops

were former lievy personnél cnd soldiers transferred frow Denmerk.
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life in the 9th Infantry in November, howerer, was mot all
work end war. ‘The Regiment continued to send men to Paris om
furlongh and to rest camps. In addition %o the 2nd DMvision
rest camp opensd in Vielselm, Belgium, in October, another and
more luzuricus cme was cpened in Kovember by VIIT Corps in a
chatesu at Arlom, Belgium, Every LShours the Reglment sent
135 men and § officers to Vielselm and 15 mem and one officer
to Arlen. Every fourth day 22 men and 2 officers left for
Paris, Moving plctures and showers remained part of the dally
schedule., FP. I rations were more liberal in Hovember than in
the preceeding menth; there was no recurrence of the October
eigarette shortage, MAnd Thanksgiving, 23 Hovember, was
cbeerved in the best traditiom possible under the ciroumstances,
with L,BL7 pounds of turkey - one and & half pounde a man - and
CTanberTy Bance.

The day-by-day after-action report follows:

) 1 November _

As the period began the 3d Battalion, after a week in
Mvision reserve, relieved the 2d Battalion, which, in turm,
reverted to IMvision reserve, This placed the 3d Battaliom,
Originally on the right of the Regimental sector, om the left,
with the 1st Battalion in the cenmter and the 2Tth Armored
Infantry Battalion, temporarily under comtrol of the Sth
Infantry, on the right.

Thirty-cne rounds of artillery fell in the 2nd Battaliom
area between 0600 and 06l0. At 2305 & buszz bomb landed 700
yards west of the Regimental C. Ps Casualties: 1 Wounded,

7 nen-battle, Replacements: 3
-6 =



2 Yovosaber
wnezy artlllery was 1l-ht, with only &6 rounds reported..
Fifty-four rounda of enemy moriar fire landed in the ol |
sattalion between 2140 and 2218,.
Casualties: 1 wounded: 5 non-battls,
Heplacemantas: 10
Frisoners taken: 2
3 November
Znemy activity was light. Only scattered mortar fire waa
recelved.
Casualties: 7 non-battle,
Replacenents: 24
4 Hovermber

Zneny a&ctivity was limited to light artillery and mortar

fire,

Czpualtiesa: 5 non-battla.
Replacements: 7
Frisoners taken: 1

5 Kovember

Znemy artillery was fairly active. Ten shells landed in the

l2t Battalion and 5 in the Regimental C. P. area.
Casualties: 1% non-battle,
Replacementa: 3

& November

Thirty-six rockets landed to the right of C Company and in

& draw between C Company and the 27th Armored attalion,.
Casuzlties: 1 wounded; 5 non-battle,.

Replacemants: 10



7 November

A four-men enemy patrel epprosched the first outpest of A CQIPIRI;
but retired when fired cn, Two Germans were believed to have besn wounded.
Thirty-seven rounds of mortar and artillery fell in the 3rd Battalion, & in
the 1st Battalion,

Casualties: 4 wounded; 7 non-battle.

Friscners takenmy 4 . : .

8 Mevecber

Enexmy patrols im front of A and C Companies wers turned back by ocur
mortar fire. Fifty-eight rounds of nnm.-nri-nr and artillery fell in and
4o the left of the let Battalion mrea,

The original aligrment on the Regimental sector was restored ms the
2nd Battalion returned from Division reserve end the 27th Armeored Battelien
withdrew to another sector. The Znd Battelion wee now on the left, the le&t
Eattalien 4n the cemter end the 3rd Bettalion on the right. As was ihe
cpge when the 27th Battelion was on the right, the 3rd Battelion held one
Company = K = out of line as a counterattack force under the command of
hegiment, K Company wes ordered to be in readiness to move to any part of
the Regimental front threstened by ensmy attack.

Casualtiess 5 non-battle.

Replacements: 15.



9 Hovember
Action was limited to patrolling and light enemy art-:l.ller}'.'
Casualties: 11 wounded; 12 non-battla.
Heplacementas 3,
10 November
Forty-one rounds of enemy mortar landed in the lst Battalion,
10 rounds in the 2nd Battalion.
Casualties: 1 woundedj 11 non-batile.
Replacementa: 12
Prisoners taken: 1
11 November
At 1100 hours Regimental organic weapons, supported by Tank
Dastroyer weapons, fired an Armistice Day salwo. All fire was
directed against lmown or suspected targets. The enemy returmed
the fire. During the day &6 rownds of mortar fire landed in A
Company, 57 in E and F Companies, and 2% near L Company.
Casualties: 23 non-battle.
Replacementss 1 -
12 November
Our mortars fired on three enemy soldlers approaching A
Company. One of the enemy was wounded and captured, the others
fled, Eighteen rounds of enemy mortar fire landed in G Company,
Lo in I and L Companies, 20 of them mear L Company C. P., and 30
between C and L Companies.
Casualties: 13 non-battle,
Replacementsa: 156
Frisoners taken: 1



e

17 liovomter

20T havrs o ounr)l SRSEY praral woE reported € Ferds
in front of B Cow-ary outoosts. Our mechine cunc opencd Iire,

The Germaneg ~nawerad 1t with 1)l hond-ronsdes and 20 mortar rounds,
»n? then withdrew, Sixte=n -remy mortsr rounds lasnded in front

- -

of = &nd F Tomoenles.
Ameusltiss: 2 Killed, 11 wounded, 10 non-battle.
Feolac=mente: 3.
Prisoners t=ken: 1.
14 HNovember
Tremy sctivity was limited to light ertillery fire.
fasualti=ge: 5 non-battle,
Tanlacemanta: 6,
15 Hovember
The 1at Eatialion Sernser patrol aztuched an elchi=-zan
enery natrol =nd killed the lzader.
Sasuzlties: 13 nan-battle.
Beplacem=enta: 57.
16 Movember
"ha 2nd Zsttalion Fanzer pstrol encountersd snensay
sutoost =nd killed one of the men in 1t, 4 petrel from B
fosparny wounded one of the enemy 1n = fire fight, Fifteen
artillery shells lsnded in the Regimental C. F. area belween
12300 end 170246,
Casuslties: 9@ non-battle,
Replacemente: 70

Frissners taken: 1.



The 2ud Zettallos [mnier yl-toon surtered three cesusltles
from enemy mines. snemy mortar rire increesed, with 27 rounds
falling in the 2nd Battalion, 19 in the lst Sattellion and 2 in
the 3rd Battalicn. Twelve rounds of enemy artillery landed in the
qesimental C.P. petween 2230 end 2300 hours. Five 88am rounds
burat in front of the 3rd Battalion C. P. at 2245.

In front of the 3rd Battellon J. P. 8t 1230 the enemy made
g propesends broedcast. The answer: an artillery berrage.

Casuslties: 3 wounded, 15 non-battle. '

Haﬁlanemanta: &,

18 Kovember

Znemy mortsr end artlllery fire wes considerable. Cne
hundred end thirteen rounds fell 1o the rizht of the lst
Battalion ercund 1100 hours. Twent? artillery end mortar rounds
fell in the 3Ird Jattalion, snd 12 rounds of heavy ertillery landed
in the lst Bettelion. Durins hours of darknese the lst and 3rd
Battallons received harassing machine gun fire. I

Cesualties: 3 wounded, 15 non-battle.’

Replacementa: 3.

Frisoners taken: 1.

1% Hovember

Eneny herassing mortar and ertillery fire continued. Over
g 24-hour period the 2nd Battslion received 5& mortar and 21
ertillery rounds, Two 1l2-round concentrations fell in C Company,
and_l round of heavy artillery fell in A Company. Fifty-six

rounds fell in and around the 3rd Battalion. HNo casualties were
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caused by thls fire.

The lst Battalion Ranger Fatrol killed one German and
silenced an enemy machine gun, Three enamy cutposts wq::u located
by the 3rd Battalion Ranger patrol.

Casualties: 2 wounded, 20 non=battile.

Revlacements: 7.

20 November

Yew evidence of & profusion of German mine and booby
traps was discovered by a 3d Battalion Ranger patrol. The
patrol, after penetrating the first belt of minefields, en-
countered other minefields beyond, consisting of S-Mimes, Schu
mines, egg grenades and verious kinds of booby traps., BSaid the
5-2 report: "The patrol ran into a maze of booby traps and mines,
with S-mines predominating. They were spaced about every five
verds, although no definate pattern could be determined." %‘han
the patrol was returning from its mission, one of the men was
wounded by 'a Schu mine,

Thirty-three rounds of artillery and 28 rounds of mortar

fell in the Regimental sector during the period.

Casualties: 1 wounded, 9 non-battle.

ﬁapiauunantn: 1€,

2]l Hovember
Between 0331 and 0647 25 105mm rounds fell near the -
Regimental C. F. in Enhlausan‘haﬂ_:., causing minor damage but no
casualties, Between 1545 and 1600 ;Ed rounds of heavy mortar and
5 rounde of artillery fire fell in the lst Battalion arez and 37
rounda of heavy mortar in the Z2nd :Eatta.]_.inn area. Three
casualties were caused :b;r thie shelling,.

12.



Casusltles: dounded, 11 Non-Z2attle.
neplzcecente: &.
22 lloveubar

A lst Battglleon Ranger patrol encountered a four-man enewmy
patrol at 1000 hours, and in an ensulng fire fight, two of tﬁa
Germans were belleved to haeve been wounded.

Four unidentified planes were heard circling over the front-
line area of the lst and 3rd Battallons.

During the period 40 rounds of enemy artillery and 136 rounds
of mortar fell in the Reglmental sector. I

Casualties: 1 Wounded, 13 Non-Battle.

Replacemente: 35.

23 November

Enemy ertillery and patrols were active. AL 1825 hours an
enemy patrol was discovered approaching the Ho. 1 outpost of A
Company. Fired on from the No. 2 outpost, the patrol began moving
toward cutpest No. 3. A Tire fight, in walch one of our men was
wounded, ensued, but the patrol wlthdrew after A Company mortars
openad fire. |

Casualties: 3 Wounded, 11 Non-Battle.

Replacexente: 4.

24 November

Enemy activity waa llght. German artiilﬂrr in the Reglmental
Sector conslsted of 13 rounds - 9 in the lat Battallon area, 3 in
the 3rd Battallon and 1 between the 2nd Battalion and tne Reglmental
C.F. Three unidentified alrcraft were reported over tne front
lines during the night. :

Casualties: 4 wounded, 8 Kon®Battle.

Replacements: 7.
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25 November
A 2nd Battalion Ranger patrol was believed to have
kKilled a German surprised near the enemy lines. A M
Battalion Hanger patrol encountered two Germans and pursued
them in hope of locating a gap in the enemy minefields.
Thirty-four rounds of enemy artillery and 86 rounds of
mortar fell in the Regimental area during the pericd.
Casualties: 2 wounded, 12 non-battle.
Replacements: 10
26 November
A 2nd Battalien Ranger patrol fi:'id on two CGermans,
Results of the fire could not be determined. Third Eattalion
Ranger patrols found mamy anti-perscnnel mines and pull—tﬁe
booby traps, some of which were found on small pine trees.
Enemy artillery consisted of 72 rounds, more than half of
them falling in the 3d Battalion area.
Casualties: 2 wounded, 1l non-battle.
Replacements: 9
. 27 November
S5-2 reported: "Enemy shelling for the period was the
lightiest yet encountered, with 8 rounds of medium mortar
falling in the rear of F Company at OSL0 and 1 round of light
artillery in the vicinity of the Regimental C. P. at 1420."
Loud Screaming was heard on the Qerman line when our
mortars fired on known enesy positions. Unidentified planes
eircled over the 3d Battallion.
Casualties: 1 wounded, 8 non-batile.

Replacements: 1
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o IR LT Y

Cne of the Tout wausus] matrol inclidsate of the Asciment'a .
camprlzn in dermeny up to this time cccurred on thie day. The
patrol involved was & 34 Battalion Ranzer patrol consistine of
2nd lt. Faul A. Brooks, of K Jompeny, and 15 zen. On approaching
the werican linea, =esbers of the ratrol spoited twe du.outs
oohind concertina wire and wnile otheras covered thes, five went
throuzh the wire to investizats. Pvt lot Olaas Billie 3. Hill,
of K Company, looked in the firet dugout, and fimding it ewmpty,
went on to the second. Just ;a he reached 1t he saw B séromn
runting away through the woods. Ffe. Hill fired at him with a
sub-zachine sun, and the serman fell dead. The sound of the shots
scarcely hod died away, howsver, when & rifle bullet whined out
ef the second dugout mlzost beneath Ffe. Hill's feet, Lt. Brooks
fired into the dusout with a2 sub-machine Eun. There wis a nause,
then & rifls was tossed out as a resturas of durrander, and &
werzan erevled cut after it. hecbers of the petrol surroundsd
Biz to tade him back to the Azerican lines. ihen the group
Was pasaing whroucn the concertina, the Geruan suudenly shouted,
Yidnes, minea!® and reached down and pulled & wire. The air was
!Il'ﬁﬂttﬂl'ﬂ{i by 2n sxplosion.

it. Brooke was at:;ucic in the foot. Pfe. Aurelius A. Arzuin,
of K Gompany, fell with shrapnel in his leg, and Ffe. Eill's
clothes were torn by the blast. The German moened. Ee had besn
blown five feet in the air and landed on his hesd. In another
moment he was dead. His detonsating the mine my have besn an

act of suleide or panie. [t. Brooks and members of the patrol

were of the opinion that the Germin had decided to risk his life
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life on o desparate guble to destroy his cuptors and escape.

Lt. Brooks was not hurt seriously enough to be evacunted.
A 2nd Battalion Ranger patrol fired on four Qermans,

inflicting one casualty.
Eneryr artillery fire continued light.
Casualties: 2 wounded, & non-battle,
Replacemants: 23.
29 November
A 2nd Battalion Ranger patrel shot a German outguard.
More enemy mines were discovered. Enermy artillery was
light.
Cazualties: 1 wounded, 5 non-battle.
Replacements: 1.
30 Novenmber
Enemy activity was Light. No artillery fire was received
and only & mortar rounds, all in front of F Company.
Casualties: 7 non-battle.
EeIinla.:tmentﬂ e
Prisoners taken: 2.
Total casualties for Novesher were:

Killed Wounded lion-battle
2 56 301,

The month's replacement total was 373. Fourteen prisoners
were taken.



. AS the month ended there wag evidence of & thinning of
énemy forces oppoeing ths 9th Infantry. ' The prizonera taken
on Jﬂi Hovenmber ealid that the mny.:int.nr pﬁviqunlr ‘held h;r e
the 2nd Battalion of the 294th Volks Grenadier Regiment was l
~now held by the Tth Company of the 295th V. G. R., whlle the
&th ':umpanr.'igﬁtlh ‘U’.'E.. Fes they belleved, had been apraﬁd'ﬁut.
1.4:- cover 1te own front and the frqnt- previously hsld by t.hn

Tth Euﬂp‘-‘:ﬂ‘l .




