
                                                 ADDISON  MORTON  WALKER 

 

“OLD CARTOONIST NEVER DIE,THEY JUST ERASE AWAY” THIS WAS ONE OF MORT WALKER’S 

FAVORITE SAYINGS,AND UNTIL HIS FINAL DAYS MORT LIVED BY THE WORD OF HIS 

MOTTO,ENGAGING MILLIONS THROUGH HIS BELOVED COMICS.AT THE AGE OF 94 MORT DIED 

PEACEFULLY AT HOME DUE TO COMPLICATIONS FROM THE FLU ON JANUARY 27TH 2018. 

DUBBED “THE DEAN OF AMERICAN CARTOONING” MORT WAS ONE OF THE MOST PROLIFIC 

CARTOONISTS IN COMIC  ART HISTORY,WITH THE CREATION OF AS MANY AS NINE DIFFERENT 

SYNDICATED STRIPS TO HIS CREDIT DURING HIS LIFETIME,INCLUDING BEETLE BAILEY,THE MOST 

WIDELY SYNDICATED STRIP IN THE WORLD.THE FACT THAT BEETLE BAILEY IS STILL IN SYNDICATION 

TODAY MORE THAN 68 YEARS AFTER IT’S DEBUT,ESTABLISHES MR.WALKER AS THE LONGEST 

TENURED CARTOONIST ON HIS ORIGINAL CREATION IN THE HISTORY OF COMICS-A  RECORD THAT 

MAY NEVER BE SURPASSED. 

ADDISON MORTON WALKER WAS BORN IN EL DORADO,KANSAS SEPTEMBER 3RD 1923 AND HAD 

CARTOONING  ASPIRATIONS AT A VERY YOUNG AGE.”IF THERE WAS SUCH A THING AS BEING 

BORN INTO A PROFESSION ,IT HAPPENED TO ME.” MORT STATED IN THE INTRODUCTION TO HIS 

AUTOBIOGRAPHY. “FROM MY FIRST BREATH,ALL I EVER WANTED TO BE WAS A CARTOONIST.”HE 

DREW CARTOONS FOR HIS SCHOOL NEWSPAPER WHEN HE WAS 10,AND SOLD HIS FIRST CARTOON 

AT THE AGE OF 11 AND HIS FIRST COMIC STRIP,THE LIMEJUICERS,RAN IN THE KANSAS CITY 

JOURNAL WHEN HE WAS 13. 

HE SUBMITTED HIS FIRST COMIC STRIP TO A NATIONAL SYNDICATE AT THE AGE OF 15 AND SOLD 

MAGAZINE CARTOONS ALL OVER THE COUNTRY.BY THE TIME MORT GRADUATED FROM HIGH 

SCHOOL,HIS WORK WAS POLISHED AND PROFESSIONAL.MORT’S FIRST FULL TIME ART JOB WAS AS 

A GREETING CARD DESIGNER FOR HALLMARK,WHILE HE ATTENDED KANSAS CITY JUNIOR 

COLLEGE.FROM 1942 TO 1946,HE SERVED IN THE ARMY DURING WORLD WAR II OVERSEAS IN 

NAPLES,ITALY ADVANCING FROM PRIVATE TO FIRST LIEUTENANT.HE KEPT AN ILLUSTRATED 

DIARY,AND SOME OF THE G.I.S WHO HE MET ALONG THE WAY LATER BECAME INSPIRATIONS FOR 

BEETLE BAILEY CHARACTERS.WHEN HE RETURNED HOME,HE ATTENDED THE UNIVERSITY OF 

MISSOURI AND GRADUATED IN 1948 WITH A DEGREE IN HUMANITIES,BECOMING AN HONORED 

ALUMNUS OF MIZZOU WHERE MORT’S CAFÉ AND A BRONZE STATUE OF BEETLE DESIGNED BY 

MORT’S SON NEAL CAN BE ENJOYED TODAY.HE MET HIS FIRST WIFE JEAN SUFFILL WORKING ON 

THE SHOWME CAMPUS SATIRE MAGAZINE. 

MORT WAS WORKING AS A MAGAZINE CARTOONIST IN NEW YORK WHEN JOHN BAILEY THE 

CARTOON EDITOR OF THE SATURDAY EVENING POST ENCOURAGED HIM TO DO SOME CARTOONS 

BASED ON HIS COLLEGE EXPERIENCES AT THE UNIVERSITY OF MISSOURI.ONE OF THE 

CHARACTERS,A GOOF-OFF WITH A HAT OVER HIS EYES NAMED “SPIDER” EMERGED FROM THESE 

EFFORTS.AFTER SELLING A FEW COLLEGE CARTOONS TO THE SATURDAY EVENING POST,MORT 

THEN DECIDED TO SUBMIT A COMIC STRIP TO KING  FEATURES SYNDICATE STARRING “SPIDER” 

AND HIS FRATERNITY BROTHERS.WHEN KING BOUGHT THE STRIP MORT CHANGED SPIDER’S FIRST 

NAME TO “BEETLE” AND ADDED “BAILEY” IN HONOR OF JOHN BAILEY. 



BEETLE BAILEY MADE HIS  COMIC STRIP DEBUT AS A COLLEGE CUTUP ON SEPTEMBER 4 1950. IT 

RAN IN A MERE 12 NEWSPAPERS AND AFTER SIX MONTHS KING FEATURES HAD SIGNED UP ONLY 

25 CLIENTS.DESPITE THE FACT THAT THE STRIP IS NOTED AS THE LAST STRIP APPROVED BY 

WILLIAM RANDOLPH HEARST.KING FEATURES CONSIDERED DROPPING IT AT THE END OF MORT’S 

YEARLONG CONTRACT.TODAY,AFTER SIX DECADES WALKER’S CREATION IS STILL ONE OF THE 

MOST POPULAR COMIC STRIPS IN THE WORLD. MORE THAN TWO HUNDRED MILLION READERS 

ENJOY BEETLE BAILEY IN OVER 1,800 PRINT NEWSPAPERS AS WELL AS AT COMICSKINGDOM.COM  

AND HUNDREDS OF OTHER OUTLETS WORLDWIDE. 

WALKER CONCEIVED HI AND LOIS AS A SPIN OFF TO A BEETLE BAILEY STRIP IN WHICH  BEETLE 

TAKES A FURLOUGH TO VISIT HIS SISTER LOIS AND HER FAMILY. LAUNCHED INTO SYNDICATION  IN 

1954  WITH ARTWORK BY HAGAR THE HORRIBLE CARTOONIST DIK BROWNE.IN 1993 BRIAN AND 

GREG WALKER AND DIK’S SON CHANCE BROWNE OFFICIALLY TOOK OVER THE STRIP.HI AND LOIS 

APPEARS TODAY IN MORE THAN 1,100 PRINT NEWSPAPERS,ONLINE AT COMICSKINGDOM.COM 

AND ON HUNDREDS OF DIGITAL OUTLETS WORLDWIDE. WALKER COLLABORATED WITH MANY 

OTHER CARTOONISTS OVER THE YEARS INCLUDING JERRY DUMAS,BOB GUSTAFON,FRANK 

JOHNSON,BUD JONES AND HIS LONGTIME ASSISTANT BILL JANOCHA. 

IN 1974 MORT FOUNDED THE MUSEUM OF CARTOON ART IN GREENWICH,CONN. WHICH  LATER 

WAS MOVED TO RYE BROOK,NEW YORK.HE WORKED TIRELESSLY TO PROMOTE THE 

UNDERSTANDING AND APPRECIATION OF CARTOON ART.THROUGH THIS INSTITUTION THE 

MUSEUM FEATURED SOME OF THE MOST VALUED COMIC ART PIECES IN THE WORLD. MORT’S SON 

BRIAN WAS A FULLTIME EMPLOYEE FROM THE BEGINNING AND HIS OTHER CHILDREN ASSISTED IN 

MANY WAYS.IN 1996 THE MUSEUM REOPENED AS THE INTERNATIONAL MUSEUM OF CARTOON 

ART IN BOCA RATON,FLORIDA WITH THE HELP OF MORT’S SECOND WIFE CATHERINE, IN 

CORPORATING A COLLECTION OF OVER 200,000 ITEMS AND A “HALL OF FAME” FEATURING THE 

INDUSTRY’S FOUNDERS AND MOST CELEBRATED ARTISTS.THE MUSEUMS COLLECTION IS NOW 

HOUSED AT THE BILLY IRELAND LIBRARY AND MUSEUM AT THE OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY.THE 

UNION OF THESE TWO INSTITUTIONS CREATED THE LARGEST REPOSITORY OF ORIGINAL  CARTOON 

ART IN THE WORLD. 

WALKER’S LIST OF AWARDS,DISTINCTIONS AND ACCOMPLISHMENTS IS EXTENSIVE AND HAS BEEN 

CHRONICLED IN MANY NEWS OUTLETS INCLUDING  KINGFEATURES.COM AND REUBEN.ORG. ON 

THE DIAMOND ANNIVERSARY OF BEETLE BAILEY MORT SAID “WHEN I THINK BACK TO WHERE IT 

ALL BEGAN,IT AMAZES ME THAT MILLIONS OF PEOPLE ARE STILL READING BEETLE EVERYDAY 60 

YEARS LATER! LIFE WITH BEETLE HAS BEEN GOOD TO ME AND I AM STILL HAVING LOADS OF FUN 

WITH HIM.SOMEHOW OVER TIME I HAVE MANAGED TO ACCUMULATE A TREMENDOUS ARCHIVE 

OF UNUSED GAGS THAT SHOULD KEEP BEETLE’S BUDDIES IN THE ARMY AND EVERYONE ELSE 

LAUGHING WELL INTO THE NEXT CENTURY.” THE STRIP WILL CONTINUE TO BE PRODUCED UNDER 

THE SEASONED HANDS OF SONS GREG,BRIAN AND NEAL WALKER WITH THE ASSISTANCE OF BILL 

JANOCHA AND DAUGHTER MARGIE WALKER HAUER MANAGING OFFICE AFFAIRS. 

MORT MAINTAINED A ZEST FOR LIFE RIGHT UP UNTIL HIS FINAL DAYS.HE WAS A CREATURE OF 

HABIT WAKING BEFORE DAWN EACH DAY AND READING FOUR NEWSPAPERS BEFORE TENDING TO 

HIS BELOVED COMIC STRIP.HE ALREADY HAD FINISHED HIS WEEKS WORK WHEN HE FELL AT HOME 

IN DECEMBER LEADING TO HIS ULTIMATE DEMISE.HE WOULD PREPARE HIS OWN DINNER (WHICH  



ALWAYS CONSISTED OF A BIG PIECE OF CHOCOLATE CAKE) HE IRONICALLY PASSED AWAY ON 

NATIONAL CHOCOLATE CAKE DAY.HE LOVED TELLING COLORFUL STORIES OF HIS PAST,AND CORNY 

JOKES,ANYTHING FOR A LAUGH.HIS CONTAGIOUS LAUGHTER AND PURE JOY WHILE GOOFING 

AROUND WITH HIS 15 GRANDKIDS WAS A DELIGHT.AN AVID GOLFER OVER THE YEARS,HE 

MAINTAINED A SCRATCH HANDICAP FOR MANY YEARS AS A MEMBER OF THE GREENWICH 

COUNTRY CLUB AND THE MILLBROOK CLUB IN GREENWICH AND THE SILVERMINE GOLF CLUB IN 

WILTON,WHERE HE CONTINUED TO PLAY WITH HIS FRIENDS AND FAMILY UNTIL HIS FINAL 

DAYS.HE WAS ALSO AN ACTICE MEMBER OF THE BEL HAVEN COMMUNITY IN THE PAST WHERE HE 

LIVED AND RAISED HIS CHILDREN.HE CHERISHED HIS POWER OF POSITIVE THINKING,OR MIND 

CONTROL HE CALLED IT.HEALING DISCOMFORTS THAT CAME HIS WAY EVEN CO-AUTHORING A 

BOOK ON THIS TOPIC WITH HIS BEST FRIEND AND GOLFING BUDDY JOHN NEWCOMB.HE WAS THE 

KING OF HIS CASTLE,LITERALLY,LIVING IN THE FORMER HOME AND STUDIO OF “MOUNT 

RUSHMORE” SCULPTOR GUTZON BORGLUM,WHERE THRIVED OFF THE LOVE,CREATIVITY AND 

CONSTANT DAILY ACTIVITY THAT SURROUNDED HIM. 

WALKER HAD SEVEN CHILDREN WITH HIS FIRST WIFE JEAN MARIE SUFFILL.HE IS SURVIVED BY HIS 

SECOND WIFE CATHERINE SONS GREG,BRIAN (ABBY),NEAL (KRISTIN),AND ROGER (KATIE) AND 

DAUGHTERS POLLY BLACKSTOCK (RICH),MARJORIE WALKER HAUER,AND PRICILLA PRENTICE 

CAMPBELL(DAVID)AND HAS 15 GRANDCHILDREN AND ONE GREAT GRAND DAUGHTER. 


